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| The Principles of a People ftuling 
| themſelves Philadelphians;&c. 


Here has lately appeared rin 

Enzland, eſpecially at Zane 

don, the great Metropolis of 

this Kingdom -a Sect, or certain 
number ot People, who attribute to 
themiclves an extraordinary, Sans 
| &ity, pretendiag to Revelation,-of 
lorious things to come mm. their 

Church, and co be very near 'at 
hand. Wherefore finding the Dil 
courle of them has made a. great 
noiſe, and 1s much talked of, 1 
have thought fir among other mat- 
ters, by way of Elſfay, to give a 
Light into their Principles, conlfi- 
dering {everal who have heard of 
A 4 them 
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them are ignorant of what they pre- 
tend to. and that from their own 
Writings and Sayings. 

They leem to derive themſelves 
from a Se& long ſince ſtarted up, 
calling. themſelves the. Family of 
Love, now ſtiling themſelves Phila- 
deiphians, or the Littie Virgin 
Church of ?hilade/phia, waiting 
for, and expecting the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, and inviting all People to 
come 1nto their Congregation, ab- 
fardly intimating, as it Salvation 
was no where elfe ſo ſure to be 
obtaincd, promiſing themſelves to 
grow by degrees into a glorious 
Ehurch, acorned with Purity and 
Holinels,. a Virgia Church undeti- 
led ; and this in ſome of their Wrt 
tings 1s faid to be revealed'to them 
by tlie Holy One: However, they 
keep up much Mirth and Jollity, 
{iing- Hymns of their own making, 
rnd. would make the World gr 

% they 
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they are extraordinarily gifted 5 

bove others; and' now hear their 

Principal Opinions and Tenents. 

| | They hold there ſhall be a total 
atid fitll Redemption by Chriſt, bur 

that it is a hidden Myfterv not to be? 

underſtood,  wichout the Revelatioa* 


'h 


ofthe Holy Spirit. 


| That the Ho'y Spirit is now at” 
| find to reveal 'it to ail loving En-*- 


quirers,. and holy Stekers; and that” 
7kedembtion 1s withheld 'and obs 


wherefore as the Spirit of God - {hall 
| open Seal afrer Seal, {o ſhall this 


vealed, not only particularly but al- 
lo univerſally. | 


doth conſiſt ths unſearchable Wil 


at pretent the Completion of fuck” 

ſtructed by the A9docaltptical Seals z-- 
Redemption come in time to be re- - 
- That in this gradual opening the 

| Myſtery of Redemprion in Chriit 

| tom of God , which continually: 

| 


my Reveal Trith and” new things - 
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to thoſe that worthily ſearch after 
them. In order to which the Ark 
of the Teſtimony ſhall be open in 
Heaven before the , World ſhall 
end, and the living Teſtimony 
contained therein ſhall be unſea- 
led. 

That the preſence of the Di- 
vine Ark will conſtitute the Phula- 
delphian Church, aud where-ever 
that is, there of neceſſity muſt 
the Ark be; and that the unſeal- 
ing of the Living Teſtimony with- 
in the Ark of the Lord, muſt be- 
gin the promulgation of the ever- 
laſting Goſpel of the Kingdom. 

That the proclaiming of the 
Teſtimony of the Kingdom will 
be done, as with the: found of a 
Trumpet , to give notice of it to 
all the Nations upon Earth, and 


' particularly to the Profeſſors of 


the Chriſtian Religion , b<cauſe it 
will be all ended wuh the pou q 
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[5] 
of ating Wonders and Miracles, 
ſu that there ſhall be an Autho- 
rictative Deciſton immediatly given 
forth from Chriſt, for the puitiag 
an end to all Controverſies r:1a- 
ting. to the True Church, and 
this Decifion will be by the actual 
Sealing of the Members of the 
True Church, with the name of 
God , giving them a Commillion * 
to At by Virtueof the ſame, and 
this new Name, ſay they, will 
ditinguiſh them, from the Seven 
Thouſand Names of Babylo 7, but 
however, the Ele&ion and Prep2- 
ration of this Church is to be af- 
tera ſecret and hidden manner, as 
in his Minority David was approved 
b-fore his other Brethren, and a- 
nointed by the Prophet Sazzvels;, 
and though by that means ap- 
pointed King, yet did he nor pre- 
| ſently enjoy it in its outward Py 
| ſontill after Sau/s Death, 

| Of 
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© Of the  Stera of David after- 
wards aroſe. a Chtirch, and © ano- 


ther Virgin Church is yet to a-- 
riſe from the ſame Stem, that' has: 
not known Man, bur as yet not 
Born, ,and ſhall be ignorant of Hu- 
mane. Conſtitution: And if it be- 


yet to be Born, then ſome conlide- 
rable time. will' be required be- 
fore it can outſtrip its Minority: 
and come. to confiderable Age or- 
Maturity. EY 

The Birth ſay, they of the Vir- 
gin Church was viſtonary Tippt- 
hed to St. Fohn, by.the great won- 
der in Heaven, a Woman bring- 
ing forth her Firſt-born, whick 
was .caught up to- the Throne of 
God, Reve/. 12, For as a Virgin 
Conceived and brought forth 
Chriſt after the Fleſh, fo fy 
they. a Virgin is deſigned by God 
to biing.for:h the tirſt-born after 
the Spirit, who ſhall be filled-with 
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the Holy Ghoſt and with Power, 


and the Virgin hereto deſigned 


muſt be of a - pure Spirit and a 
Radiant Body , purged from Sin 
and” Dead Works - impregnated, 
with the Holy Ghoſt, ec. 
The Church” ſo brought fort 
ſhall be- Sealed with the Mark of 
the Divine Name, and have the 


| gift of Miracles and Power, be- 


yond whatever hath been, ſo that 
all Nations thereby thall be brought 
unto it, and fo 1t ſhall be the. Ca- 
tholick Church, according to the 
utmoſt Latitude and genuine ſenſe, 
of the. Word and Signification : 
It alſo muſt-be an anointed Church, 
whereby it may truly bear the Na-- 


-ture of Chriſt or Chriſtian, ' being 


with him Anointed: to the Prieſt- 
ly, Propherical and Kingly Digni- 
ty, and hence there wili be no 
Impoſitions or Bonds, bur the Ho-: 
ly: Cation - among the-new Born, 

| Spirits 
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Spirits will be all in all; and this 


Catholick -anvinted Church mud. 


be truly holy as Chriſt himſelf is 
holy, ſo worthily bearing the Name 
of. the Lord our Holine(s or the Lord 
our Righteouſneſs. 


'-That until there be ſuch a C hurch 


prepared on the Earth (0 Holy, fo 
Catholick, and ſo Anointed, that 
is, - without Spot or Blemiſh, A- 
dorned as a Bride to meet her 
Bridegroom. Chriſt will not per- 
fonally deſcend to ſolemrize this 
Marriage (ay they) nor preſent it 
to his Father 3 but when ſuch a Bri- 
dal Church ſhall be made ready; 
then he will no longer delay his Per- 
ſonal coming. 


There/15 not (continue they) at - 


this day vilible. on Earth a Holy 
Cathoulick, Anointed, and Bridal 
Church; ali the- Churches and 
Profefltons being found light when 
weighed 1n the Ballance, therefore 

they 
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they cannot be termed this Church, 


'| but out of them a new and glo- 


tious Church ſhall ariſe up, in 

whom there ſhall be no fault to be 
| hand, like as he findeth nune with: 
philadelphia , then ſhall the: Glory 
of God and the Lamb be lo reſted 
upon it, as the Clouds on the Tip- 


| upo 


pical Tabernacle, that it thall 'be 


! called the Tabernacle Church, and. 


the Tabernacle of Wildom, 
- Tho' this Phladeliphian Church 
s-not yet known in- viſibility, yet 
it: may lie hid at this time in the 
Womb.of the Morning, though 
time will bring it into viſibility, 
as Coming out of the Wilderneſs 
n this, prelent Ages then: will ir 
g0.0n- to Multiply and Propagate 
univerſally, not only to the num- 
ber of the Firſt-born, but allo to 


the Remnant of the Seed, againſt 
which the Dragon ſhall make con- 
fnual War 3 wherefore the Spirit 
| of 
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of Davie muſt moſt eminently re- 
vive in this Church, and eſpecial- 
ly: in! the- moſt Eminent Members 
of it, who ſhall have Power given 
them to reſiſt, and overcome the 
Dragon and his Angels : This 
will be. ſtanding up- of Michael the 
Great Prince of 1ſrae/.-. 

Egypt figures out” the ſervile con- 
dition , under which each one of 
Abraham's Seed doth groan ; but 
a'\Prophet' and Prophetical (Cene- 
ration. will the: moſt High* yet raiſe 
up, who'with Spiritual Weapons 
will deliver his People. For Chrift 
before his own diſtin& and Perſc- 
nal- appearance, will firſt appear 
and repreſent himſelf in fome' Cloſe 
Veſlel ro ber'a- Guide to the' reſt; 
to bring .them -unto /the -Land' of 
promiſe ' the new Created State, 
whereby they ſhall make away to 
the Redeemed of the Lord to re- 
turn.to. Mount. Sion 5 but none ſhall 
ſtand- 
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fand in any conſiderable Office un- 


der God, but. ſuch as are tryed 
Stones, after the Pattern and Si- 
militude of the Chief Corner Stone 
Chriſt, This will be a Fiery Tryal, 
which but a few will be able to: 
paſs ; wherefore thoſe that wait 
for the Appearance of the Viſible: 
Church, are ſtritly charged to 
told faſt that which they have, 


[and wait together in unity of pure: 


Love, praying in the Holy Ghoft' 
according to'the Apoſtolick Pat- 
tern, that they may be ſent forth 
to multiply more-univerſally.. 

As for titis Tryal (fay they) will 
be of abſolute neceſlity to every” 
one in particular, and to all in ge- 
neral, forthe Cementing and Con- 
ſtituting the True Philadelphian 
Church, by clearing away all the. 


prefiding Infirmities of-- Nature, 
and burning up all the Hay-ſtubble 
md Droſs, which they may have 
| added 


[12 ] 
added to the Work of the Lord; 
for in the pure Church nothin 
muſt remain, but what can endure 
the Fiery Tryal, for as a Retfiner | 
will the Lord puritie the Sons and 
Daughters of it, that they may of- 
fer unto him an Off:ring 1a perfe&t 

Righteouſneſs. 

Though: (ſay they) the Operation, 
of the Holy Spirit ia the Waters 
may contend for, along with ma- 

Evils. and Infirmities, but, ne: 
verthelg/s if it bs kept warm and 
watched to it , cannot but work 

_ outa perfe& Cure, and bring abut 
a full and total Redemotion from 
the, Earth wherefore it is requi- 
red on our part to ſuffer the Spirit 
of burning, to do upon us the Re- 
fining Work, Fanning us with his 
Fiery Breath, and ſearching every 
part within us, | uatil all be pure 
and clear, and we arrive at the 
fixed Body from whence the Won- 
dcrs 
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trs are to low out, and this Po- 
(y. (continue they) will be the Sea- 
ng character of the Philadelphian 


Church 3 upon this Body will be 


fxed the Urim and Thummim, 
light and Perfection, that are to 
k appropriated to the Prieſts of the 
Melchizedekian Order, whoſe De- 


rent 1s not to be accounted in the 


Genealogy of that Creation, which 
s under the Fall, but in another 
Genealogy which is from the Re- 
tauration. 

Hence they will have a deep 
arch, and a Divine Infight tg 
the ſecret things of God, and will 
be able to Prophecy in a clear 
Ground, not darkly or enegmati- 
ally., but will know what is 


couched in the firſt Originality of 
all Beings, and in the Eternal Ar- 
chetys of all Nature, and {{o will 
b capable to bring them forth ac- 
cording 
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tion therefore (lay they) maſt- be|4 
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cording to the Divine Councils,$p 
and Ordinances. The mighty Spi-jan 


Foundation of the third Teraple/\ 
and to ſupport its Building. li 

There are (fay they) | ach Chalk 
raters and Marks, whereby thear 
pure Virgin - Church fo- Founded 
fhall be certainly known and d6|e 
Rtinguiſhed from others, ard where/W 
by the true found and union of the 
Holy Ghoſt {ha'l be diicerned frompN 
thit, which is Low, Faiſe, and 
Counterfeit z for there muſt be 216 
Manifeſtation of the Spirit, where 
by to ediffie and raiſe up they 
Ghurch ſuitab'e- ro the Reſarre- y 
&ion of - Chrift, This Manifeſt JN 


in the Abſoluteneſs of Power, a 
well as-in* the Beauty of H6linels, | 
to bring down Heaven upon Earth, j\ 


and repreſent bere the New Fern 
{alem 


15 
\ſyem State. In order to which 
xcils,Fpixits that are thus pure Begotten 
Spi and; Born, of. G<d, can afcend to 
he, Jeruſalem aboy e, and receive 
ple/\therc ſucha Miſſion, whereby they 
{hall be empowered to bring down 
'ha-fits Glory z and none but thoſe that 
thelve Riſen with Chriſt in Regene- 
Jed,lation .can aſcend, and having re- 
"oi wived of his Glory can deſcend a- 
ere/ pinto communicate.the ſame, and 
theſto- be his Reprelentatives upon the 
-omNew Ezrth as ſubordinate under 
and{kim, . But he that is Aſcended and 
# 4jGlorified has made himſelf as' it 
:r6-\Were. our Debtor, and will not be 
thejwanting to furniſh and qualiftze our 
re- Hig gh -and Principal Inſtruments 
{+ [who ſhall be mo humble for the 
- be[4rawing to them the ſcatter'd Flock, 
 as|nd gathering them into one''Fold, 
e(s, |out of all Nations, Languages, and 
th Kindred Therefore there ſhould. be 
a 


S 
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| 1O 

a Holy Emulation and Ambition! 

ſtiredup among all Lovers of Feſy 
that they may be the firſt Fruits4 

Him that is riſen, and be' ny 
Principal Agents for him and witfy 
him , that they may be, if poſſible 
of the Firſt Born of the New Jap 
ſalem Mother. "i 
That all Lovers of Jeſus, and tru; 
waiters for the Kingdom in-Spiri 
under what Profeſſion foever;''{ 
they, or Forms diſperſed, ought i 
be numbred atnongſt the Philadl 
phiau Spirits, to which this Meſlagg 
appertains. ' 500 

..... They own the Society 1s notthp 
Charcl, but a Preparatory of ſu 
as wait in the unity of Spirit foriff - 
Glorious Appearance and Manifeſt 
tion. This and much more they d 
| liver, but, when all they can ſayÞ 
_ done, the Purity of the Worſhip iff 
the National Eftabliſh'd Churciyy 
an} 
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10n;Hod the ſoundneſs of its Doctrine, 
eſ ought to be adher'd to rather than 
new fangles, and uncertainties, and 
wayhimſies. A curious Diſcourſe of 
WiFwhoſe Diſcipline I ſhall now give 
Weyouin a Dialogue between an Eng-. 
lib Diſſenter and a Frexch- Prote- 
* | ſtant ; wherein many curious Points 
fire nicely handled and controverted, 
MPreatly for the Edification of the 
_ UF Reader. 


A 
Friendly Diſcourſe 


BETWEEN AN 


ENGLISH Diſſenter 


AND A 
| FRENCH Proteſtant... 


F L. Diſ- Underſtand, Sir, you 
; Sat are a French Prote=. 
ſlant ; I am heartily 

glad to fee you. 
Fr. Proteſtant. You are truly in-- 
|form'd, Sir, I am a French Protes. 


- 


nt. 
1 E. D. Pray Sir, in what Candition: 
ae the poor Proteſtants in France? 
A 5 #, P, When: 


aw 
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F. P.. When I left France, ther , h 


Condition was very deplorable ; and 
for any thing I hear, it continues {6 
ſtill. 

E. D. 1 am griev'd at my heart 
for them for I am ſo much one with 
them as to their Religion, for which 
they are fo cruelly Perſecuted, that 
I cannot but extreamly Pity them. 

F. P. Then I ſuppoſe, Sir, you are 
a Proteſtant. 


E. D. Yes, Sir, and of the fame 


Judgment as you are in matters of 
Religion. 


F. P. Tam glad to underiland 7 1 


much ; Like, we fay, loves like. 

E. D. Pray Sir, how long have 
you been in England ? 

F. P. Almolt theſe five Years. 

E. D. T do not doubt then, but 


v 
b 
h 


that you are a good Proficient, by a 


this time, in our Engliſh Tongue. 


V 


F. P. Truly, Sir, 1 have nothing \ c 
to boaſt of in this regard ; for whe-| h 


ther it be. the hardneſs of the Eng- a 


FE 


(3) 
ir , iſh Tongue, or the thickneſs of my 
d | Scull, I know not ; bur fo it is, that 
o | 1 can onely make a fſhitt to ſpeak 
| fome broken Engliſh. 
rt E. D. Don't ſay fo, Sir; me- 
th | thinks you ſpeak very intelligibly , 
h | and proper enough for a Foreigner. 
at | | can underſtand you very well ; 
and if you pleaſe to enter with me, 
" for this is my Houſe, I ſhall be glad 
to have ſome further diſcourſe with 
ne | you, 
of |  F. P. Sir, I accept of your kind- 
' neſs ; and if you pleaſe to ſhew me 
{0 the way, I ſhall follow you. 
* E. D. Sir, you are very heartily 
ve| welcome ; I am glad to ſee you here; 
be pleas'd to take a Seat. Pray vir, 
how do you like our Conntrey ? 
ut FF, P. Extraordinary well, Sir ; 
dy | and were it not for the unhappy Di- 
 viſions+ that are amongſt you, ef] 
ng \ cially in matters of Religion, I ſhould 
&| have reaſon to believe this, with the: - 
g-| adjoining Iſlands, to be the Þnſulez 
iſh "% Fortu- 


"7 


Fortunatez, or happy Iflands of the 
Antients. \t 
E. D. I perceive, Sir, you are ſen- | | 
fible then of the Diviſions that are | r 
among(t us. y 
F. P. Ay, Sir, I am but too well | t 
inform'd of them ; and indeed very 
fadly concern'd, to ſee that Prote 
ſtants cannot agree among(t them- | n 
ſelves, which certainly caſts a great 
blemiſh upon the Reformation. a 
E. D. So it doth indeed, Sir ; and | k 
you may thank the Church of Em: | C 
land for it. fi 
F, P. Why the Church of Eng 
land, Sir ? | 2c 
E. D. Becauſe 'tis She has refuſed | 0: 
all terms of Accommodation , that | al 
we-Proteſtant Diſſeaters, as they call | k 
us, have offer'd to her. 'F 
F. P. T never heard that ſhe had C 
refuſed any. But pray, Sir, be pleasd | _ 
to let me know, what thoſe terms | 
are that you have offer'd her, and-ſhe | 1h 
hath. refuſed ? c 
ED, Weg 


(s) 
E. D. We have propounded to her 
the laying aſide of the Common- 
n- | prayer, and parting with her Ce- 
re | remonies; and for other things , 
we might probably comply with 
ell | them. 
F. P. But, Sir, are you ſure that 
& | what you demand is reaſonable, and 
n- | may juſtly be granted ? 
at | ED. Without doubt ſhe may, 
and ſhe ought, and ſhe can do no 
id | ks for us, than to wave her Popiſh 
t- | Common-prayer-book, and cait off her 
ſuperſtitious Ceremontes. 
F. P. Pray, Sir, let me beg of you, 
| to acquaint me, what you have to 
object againſt the Common-prayer ; 
and afterwards, if the time gives 
leave, I ſhall be glad to hear what 
| you have to alledge apainlt our 
d | Church-Ceremonies. 
d| | E.D. That I will, Sir ; and ſhall 
s | do it the more freely, becauſe I 
& | ſhould be glad to undeceive you, 
for I perceive by your diſcourſe you. 
a5 one of that Party.. F. Pc. 
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F. P. To deal ſincerely with you, | | 
Sir, I am a Member of the Church | P 
of England, but withall a true friend | n 
to Ditſenters ; and I hope you will | » 
be fo too, if in Anſwering your Ob- | 
jections, I can convince you, that 
the Common-prayer of the Church 
is very good and edifying, and her 
Ceremonies lawtull and decent. 

E. D. I ſhall conſider what yeu | 
have to fay. 

F. P. But, Sir, it lies at your door * | 
to begin, by propounding your | 1 
Objections againſt the Common» | 
praver. 

E. D. I have many things to ob- | 
ject againſt tiat Idol: And, in te | 
| 


— 
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firſt place, I think it ought to be 
taken away, becauſe it is unlawfull 
to have a ſet Form of Przyer imposd 
upon the Church. 
F.F., Either you or I, Sir, are 
ſtrangely miſtaken in this point ; for | 
F muſt own, that my Judgment al- 
ways hath been, that it is not ane- 


Ky 


l 
q 
\ 
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+ #, 
u, | ly Jawfull to have a ſet Form of 
| Prayer in the Church : but what is 
1d | more, that no Church can well be 
ll | without one. 
b- { E. D. Pray how fo, Sir? For, if I 
at | be not greatly. miſtaken, you ſpeak 
*h | now againſt the General ſenſe of tie 
er | French Proteſtants; for I never 
heard that they had any ſet Forms 
U of Prayer. 
F. P. I perceive, Sir, you have 
r | been ill inform'd concerning theſe 
ir | matters ; for, rhe truth is, we French 
- { Proteſtants have a Common-prayer- 
book, which was compos d by Cal- 
- | vin himſelf, and therein we agree 
e | with the concurring practiſe of the 
e | Univerſal Church : for I never read 
Il | or heard of any Church in the 
d World, but had a ſet Form of Pray- 
er; ſo that for you to oppoſe it, - is 
e | no leſs than to deny the Authority, 
r | Tellimony and Practiſe of all the 
Saints of the Old and New Teſla- 
ments, both Prophets and Apoſtles, 
; and - 


if. 


2 Y 


and the expreſs Command of our : 
Saviour himſelf ; and, in a word, Sir, 
you condemn the general ſenſe and 
practiſe of Chriſtianity and the Ho- |: 
ly Catholick Church. 
E. D. IT hear what you fay, Sir, 
and expect you ſhould prove it. 
EP. Nay more than this, you |% 
contradict the Example of our great 
Lord and Maſter, the Founder of 
our Religion, and the Author and | 
Finiſher of our Paith. þ- 
E. D. This is a high Charge in- f 
deed ; but pray be pleasd to make C 
it out. V 
F. P. That I will, Sir. Firſt I fay, |* 
that you contradit the Authority 0 
and PraQtice of the Prophets in the |* 
Old Teſtament, foraſmuch as it is e- | 
vident that they made uſe of ſet 
Forms of Prayer, and had a particu- 
lar Command ſo to doe : to be con- 
vinc'd of this, be pleas'd to reade the 
26th Chapter of Deuteronomy , from 
Verſe 13. to 16. and the 14th, Chap- 
, tc 
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ter of ZZoſea, beginning at the ſecond 


Verſe, Take with you words, aud turn 


\axto the Lord, and ſay. unto him, &c. 
[2nd the 2d of Foel, Verſe 17. Let 
| the Prieſts, the Miniſters of the Lord, 
weep between the Porch and the Altar; 
nd let them ſay, Spare thy people, O 
Lord, &c. 

Secondly, You contradi& the 
| Command of our Lord and Saviour, 
[and the Practice of the holy Apo- 
ſtles, which I prove from the 11th 
Chapter of St. Luke, the 1ſt and 29 
' Verſes, where we reade that one of 
our Saviour's Diſciples asked him in 
'the Name of all his Companions, to 
teach them to pray , as John had 
taught his Diſciples; whereupon our 
Nviour, addreſſing himſelt to all his 
Diſciples, ſaid, When ye pray, ſay, Our 
Father, &c. From whence I infer 
theſe two things : Firſt, That the A- 


|poſtles had a ſet Form of Prayer pre- 
| cribd them by Chriſt himſelf ; for 


t.is impoilible to order any Form 
| in 


(10) 

in more plain and expreſs terms, than | t 
our Saviour makes uſe of in recom | F 
mending this'Prayer to his Diſciples, | 
Secondly , I conclude from hence, .C 
that the Diſciples made uſe of this | 0 
Form; which will not be queſtion, | 
if we conſider the great deſire they | Þ 
ſhewed to obtain this Form of Pray- | 0 
er from our Saviour, and the read | Vi 
neſs wherewith they always obeyed | 
the Commands he laid upon them. 

So that this cannot but be a ſuffici- 
ent proof to any thinking Man, that | 
when they prayed, they made uſe | 
of this Form or Preſcription their | 
bleſſed Lord and Maſter had at their |? 
requeſt given them, with this expreſs | 
Command; When you pray, ſay, Our C& 
Father, &c. bt 
3. You oppoſe the General Prac- |: 
tice of Chriſtendom, and of the Holy 
Catholick Church ; beca ſe neirher | 
your ſelf, nor any Maa elle, can give \f 
an inſtance of any Church in the | 


World, from the Apoſtles times to |! 
theſe 


(11) 
1an | theſe our days, but what had a fer 
m- | Form of Prayers : for though all have 
les, | not uſed the ſame, yet there is no 
ze, Church but has uſed ſome Form or 
his other. 
1d, | © 4. You condemn the Example and 
ey | Practice of our dear Lord and Savi- 


LY. our Jeſus Chriit himſelf ; for it is &= 1 
di- | vident that he himſelf made uſe of a 


ed | Form of Prayer, Matt. 26. v. 44. 


m, | F.'D. I will not undertake now to 


ci= return you a particular Anſwer to 
ut |\what you have here alledged ; but 
uſe | ſhall onely fay, that Praying by a 
cir form, has by experience been found 
ir ,2 hindrance and obſtacle to true fer- 
eſs | vent Prayer in the Spirit; and to 
ur |Ceal plainly with you, this ſeems to 
be 0n?2 great reaſon why the Mini- 
c- ſters of the Church of England are 
ly { dul! and ignorant in this point, 
e& {and fo little acquainted with fpiri- 
ve \tual Prayer. 

he | F. P. Iam not a little ſurpriz'd ar 
- this your Anſwer; for having bur 
le 
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(12) 


juſt now proved to you, that the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, the Holy Catho- 
lick Church, and Chriſt himſelf made 
uſe of Forms of Prayer ; you, aſter 
all this, come and tell me, that Pray | 
ing by Forms, is a hindrance to Pray- 
i1og, by the Spirit ; which is as much 
as to ſay, that neither the Prophets, 
Apoſtles, the Catholick Church, nor | 


Chriſt himſelf prayed by the Spirit, | pl 
becauſe they made uſe of a ſet Form, [pr 


which 1isa near ſtep to Blaſphemy. 

E. D. 1 did not deſign to fay fo. 
much neither ; though I muſt con- | 
fels that, Praying by a ſet Form, 
ſeems to me ( for | find it ſo by ex-. 
perience ) to be a great Obſlacle to 


true ſpiritual Prayer. 

F. PF. Though it may ſeem o to 
you ; yet your Charity ſhould lead 
you rather to queition your own 
Judgment, than to paſs ſo raſh a Cen- | 


w 


Ot 
ye 

to 
E!, 


ſure upon the Saints of the Old and \ta 
New Teſtament, yea, upon Chrilt 'th 


himſelf; beſides, you. ought to be'|h 


very | 


(13) 
yery wary of expoſing your ſelf to 
- | the derifion of all men, by ſuppoſing ' 
e | your ſelf wiſer than all the Prophets » 
r | and Apoſtles, than the whole Chri- *' 
= ( ftian Church and Chriſt himſelf , 
'« | ſince it is moſt certain that they 
h | made uſe of Forms; and not onely 
$, to, but our Saviour himſelf preſcri- 
Ir | bed a Form of Prayer to his Diſci- 
t, | ples, commanding them, when they 
n, (prayed, to uſe the ſame ; which he 
would never have done, had it in- 
ſo. | deed been ſo great a hindrance to 
8- | fervent Prayer by the Spirit, as you 
1, | pretend. 
x- | -E,D. If it be not a hindrance to 
to |others, I am {ſure 'tis ſo to me. 
F. P. T hope I ſhall anderſtand 
to | you better, if you pleaſe to explain 
ad to me what you mean by praying by 
yn the Spirit. | 
n- | ED. IT ſuppoſe no true Chriſtian 
nd \can be ignorant of what Praying by 
it |the Spirit is, 'and therefore I can't 
be/|ke any neceſſity there is of explai- 
ry | ning 
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by the Spirit is, as I taker, to pray | 


'agree at all in the meaning of the 


(14) 
ning a thing ſo oby1ous to the1un- of 
derſtanding of ail. p 
F. P. Since you ſeem unwilling 
to give me your meaning, I am ve- 
ry tree to give you mine ; to TJ 


by the help and atfiſtance of the He." 
ly Ghoſt, ſo as to have our- hearts|® 
and minds deeply affeted with the/V* 
ſenſe of our wants , and all our F+ po 
culties and Aﬀectiogs inflamed with/® 


'the Love of God, and ſtedfaſt Faith * F 
in his Promiles. 


E. D. 1, perceive we - do not FE 
words. 

F. P. TI am glad we are ſo. fare 
greed :, for it. is, evident thar;i aecor|P* 
ding to this meaning of the words, 
a ſet Form of Prayer is fo far-from 
being 4 hindrance, that indeed it is1'* tal 


great help to fervent praying by th| fo 


Spirit ; and on the contrary, Extem\% 
porary Prayer mult needs be'a. grea[®0 
Jr egimene to it. To; convince yo 1 


Wl + 


(15) 
[of this, I deſire you would conſider, 
that when we pray by a Form, we 
have more time to {tudy the import 
sf our Requeſts, and to weigh and 
/cxamine every Petition with greater 
attention ; we have more leiſure to 
mderſtand and diſcern our wants, 
and to preſent them before. God ; 
-he|e can the better prepare and dif. 
Fa .\poſe our ſelves for ſo holy a. Duty ; 
ich/400 1 in a word, we can be more in- 
"my tent and recollefed- to improve the 
notions of the Spirit, having no- 
-/ thing. elſe ro doe , but to. fix our 
the ,|mind wholly on God, whilſt we are 
praiſing of him, and have our hearts 
fuitably affeted with the things we 
pay for. Whereas in Extemporary 
Prayer, the mind of the Miniſter, or 
om Yhoever elſe it is that prayeth, is 
is o faken UP IN hunting for expreſſions | 
te a uteer his thoughts; , and for fear |! 
en|8 being put to a ſtand, he is forced 
rea[to! follow, not the motions. of the 
ol or the dictate, of his under- 
ll. Racing; 


ts 


TiÞ| 
-Of- 


_ ” 


(16) 


ſtanding, but the fluency of an ac-| y 
quired habit of Praying; and by this « 
means doth -often begin, where he| jr 
ſhould end, and end where he ſhould| p 
begin. And thoſe very men that { 
ſpeak ſo much againſt the neceſſary 
and edifying Repetitions that we uſe | xr 
in our Common-prayer, do very fre-| re 
quently in their Extemporary-prayer| cc 
repeat the fame things over and &| er 
ver. again, though it may be in dif-/t 
ferent expreſſions. And as for the {© 
People that hear a Miniſter pray an th 
Extemporary-prayer, as they do not| w 
know before-hand what he will fay, 
they muſt firſt attend to what he' wi 
faith; 'in the next place they muſt] th 
conſider whether what he prayeth be! m: 
according to the Word of God, and) £1 
fit for them to join with : but whilſt, Gi 
the Hearer 1s thus employ'd, he that! pr 
prays is.got to another thing , and, be 
leaves his Hearers behind to overtake | v! 
him as they beſt can; which accor-| * 
ding to my apprehenſion makes the] 6c 
| Waſh. 


Gr) 


© | way of praying extempore ſo diffi- 
is cult and uneaſie, that it is morally 
i impoſſible for both Miniſter and Peo- 
d\ ple, to pray ſo devoutly , or at leaſt 
at [ fo underſtandingly as they ought to 
ry | doe. If you pleaſe well to weigh 
i | and conſider what I have here offe- 
e-| red, I queſtion not but you will be 
er | convinced, that a ſet Form of Pray» 
&|eris ſo far from being a hindrance , 
If { that it is a great furtherance to zea- 
he lous praying by the Spirit ; whereas 
an| the Prayer you are ſo much taken 
ot | with, is indeed a great oltacle to it. 
ay, E. D. However Sir, I ſuppoſe you 
he) will grant me, that it is this tying 
uſt] themſelves up to a Form, that hath 
bel made the Miniſters of the Church of 
nd) England ſo dull and devoid of the 
il; Gift of Prayer , that they cannot 
hat pray without Book ; and may rather 


1nd. 'be compar'd to thoſe Dumb dogs #® 


ake| hom the Prophet reproves, than 
or-| be look'd upon as Miniſters of the 
thel bolpel. 

vaſh. B F. P. 


(18) 
F. P. Though I. am .a Stranger 
here, yet I have very good reaſonty | 
believe, that I am better acquainted 
with the Miniſters of the Church of , 
England than you are, and am bet- 
ter inform'd of their parts and abil] 1 
ties, than you can be; for I hay], 
made it my buſineſs to be acquain : 
ted with them, not maliciouſly ti | 
flander and abuſe them , but to the| | 
'6nd I might the better underſtand}, 
and value them, and profit by them, 
And if you will give me leave to , 
ſpeak mg Judgment , which is not 
þ grounded upon hear-ſay, but upon, 
1 800d knowledge of,and converſe with, { 
if | them, I muſt render them this tru: 
| and unbiaſs'd teſtimony, That of a J 
f. the Clergy I ever was acquaint : 
| - with, they are the moſt Learned andy, 
Godly. bl 
E.D. You are a French man Sir) © R 
and therefore I ſuppoſe that much « 
this may paſs for Compliment. Fi 


2 x 11» 


(19). 


gr' FP, IT am indeed a French-man 
1 by birth, bur yet I value my ſelf up- 
ted on this account, that in heart and 
19 ifection I am a hearty true Eugliſh- 
1 man. And fince you are pleasd to 
ile! look upon my judgment of the Ex- 
a 1iſþ Clergy no better than a Com- 
al rliment, I challenge you to tell me, 
0 phat Nation in the World can boaſt 
the| of having ſuch great and worthy Di- 
and! vines as we have ? 
WM F.D. Pray how comes it to paſs 
* then, that they cannot pray 2 
nN F,P. Who told you they coukd 
Po not 2 Sure | am that they both can 
Wand do Pray; and that ſo excellent- 
mk, that as they ſurpaſs thoſe of 0- 
f all fer Nations for Learning , ſo like- 
MU wife in Devotion, and the Gift of 
£ Prayer; and it you had taken rime 
ge Operuſe their Books of Devotion , ., 4 
oh <9 would never have told me, as*M, 
en you do, That the preſcribing of #: 
Form of Prayer has been the occaſion © 
F 1 wy the Miniſters of the Church of 
wy © B 2 England . þ 
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(20) 
England are become ſo dull and ign- 
rant , even to that exceſs, that the 
cannot pray. 

E. D. However, I think, they are | 
much to blame ; for that in their | 
Pulpits, if they pray at all, they dif- 
patch them in ſo few words, that 
any one that hears them will be apt 
to conclude, they cannot pray ; but 
ſhould you once come to our Mee-| 
tings, ay, there you would hear Pray- 
ing indeed. 

F-F. I wiil not deny, but that 
commonly our Clergy, in the Pul- 
pit, uſe onely a ſhort Prayer before | 
Sermon ; bur don't at all deſerve to | 
be blam'd, but rather to be com-| 
mended , for fo doing ;._ if we confi | 
der, firſt, that our Clergy chuſe to |. 
make uſe of a ſhort Prayer onely be- 
fore Sermon, becauſe they have 
found, by woſu'l Experience, that, 


' Jong exremporary Prayers have be-\_ 


got, in molt People, a diſlike of the| 


Common-prayer , and conſequently | | 
have 


( 21) 


71 | have been the occaſion of thoſe un- 
they | chriſtian Animoſities, Sciuſms and 
| Diviſions, that are ſo rife amongſt 
are | us. And, I think, you have no jult 
heir | reaſon to blame this pre-caution ot 
dif. | theirs, till you have made out, firſt, 
hat | that rhe People Joe well to under- 
apt | Value and deipiſe the Common-prayer, 
but | and that the Averſton they have for 
lee. | it is a fiaificient ground for Schiſnz . 
ray- | and Diviſion. A ſecond reaſon why 
the Miniſters of the Church of Ex- 

hat gland uſe ſuch ſhort Prayers is, that 
4. | by this means they may condeſcend 
ore | to the weakneſs of the People, leſt 
 to| an over-long Prayer ſhould weary 
"m-| thole who have already attended. 
nſi- | upon , and joind their hearts and 
to! Voices with, the publick Prayers of- 
be-| fer'd up to God by the Church. And 
ve 1 the third and laſt place, we ſhall 
hat find that there is nothing good or 
be- ( uſefull for us, which the Miniſter: 
the | hath not already prayed for , nor a-- 
tly; 8y thing evil or hurtfull, which he 
ve B 3 has; 


( 22 ) 
has not deprecated in the publick \yh 

+ Prayers appointed by the Church, j 
which methinks might at leaſt leſſen | in « 
the fault of our Clergy in your ſight, |yo, 
and ſomewhat allay the bitterneſs of [ſn 
your Cenſure againſt them. And as |{o 
for your Meetings, where you tell |ten 
me there is Prayang indeed , I muſt | if; 
freely tell you, that though I never |mi 
was at any Meeting in my life, yet in 
I have often had an opportunity of | 
hearing your Miniſters pray ; but yo 
foraſmuch as my temper doth not 
incline me, and my Religion much |{ 
leſs, to paſs any offenſive Reflexion |pr 
upon any ſort of People, therefore |of 
I humbly crave leave to be excusd |ur 
from giving you my opinion of | y 
them. 

E. D. Though | cannot but ap- 
prove of your Modeily in this re- | y 
gard, yet I ſhould be glail to have |P 
you ſpeak out ; and thereſore I de- \R 

* fire- you to tell ime freely from your 
; heart, what you think of them ; and 
| whether. 


(23) 

> \yhether they do not pray very well? 
1, F. P. Becauſe you urge me, I ſhall, 
en |in compliance with your deſires, tell 
it, (you, and that with all the truth and: 
of [{ncerity imaginable, that Iam fo far” 
as |from liking their unpremeditated cx-" 
ll [temporary Prayers, that I altogether ' 
{t [dapprove them; and above all, am- 
r [much offended at their way of pray-' 
t \i0g. 
f | EB. D. Sure you don't ſpeak from 
It your heart now, as I defired you 
t would, for if you did, you could not 
1 \fay ſo ; ſince it is certain that they 
1 | pay incomparably better than any 
e |of your Church-men : one of their 
0 |unpremeditated Prayers being far be-” 
f |yond all the Prayers that are in your 
Common-prayer-book. 

F. P. Good Sir, I muſt entreat” 
- | you for once to lay aſide all your* 
Prejudices, and to make uſe of your 
Reaſon ſo far as to conſider, whether 
it be not morally impoſhble , that 
men, who never were brought up ' 
B 4 10-< 
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in an Univerſity , and ſcarcely eyer | ; 
had the full inſtruction of a Gram- 
mar-ſchool, which may be faid of | |, 
the moſt of your Miniſters, ſhould | W 
without any premeditation pray in- | ,, 
comparably better than our Church- "1 
men, who have had the beſt means | g 
and opportunities in the World to | (; 
improve their parts and abilities? | - 
And whether an extemporary Pray- | 
er whined out ( I beg your pardon ( 
if that word offend you )) by an il 
literate man, ſhould infinitely furpaſs | , 
all the Prayers of the Common-pray- | x 
er-book, which have been compiled 
by ſome of the wiſeſt and molt Ju- | 
dicious Divines that ever England 
could boalt of. 

E. D. How ſtrangely you talk 
now, as if it were impoſlible tor any 
man to pray well that hath not been 
bred at the Univerſities ? 

F. P. You miſtake me Sir , this 
was none of my aſſertion, I onely 
ſaid, it was morally par, | 
illite- 
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t\ jffetrate men ſhould pray incompa-- 


nbly better than thoſe that have 
been brought up at the Univerſities, 
whoſe whole buſineſs and employ- 


> | ment it is to underſtand the Scrip-- 


= 


| 


> — 


ture, and to be converſant im thoſe 
ſtudies that moſt conduce to true 
Godlineſs, which ſurely are the beſt 
means to teach them to pray alſo. 

E. D. But the Apoſtles you know 
were {imple illiterate men; and yet 
they could pray infinitely better than 
all the Rabbies, and all the great: 
Doctors of the Synagogue; 

F. P. I grant you that, but with-- 


all delire you- would conſider, that” 


though the Apoſtles were illiterate: 
men, yet were they extraordinary” 
men, call d and ſent by God in am 
extraordinary manner, to bring: a-- 
bout an extraordinary work, yea, 
2 Work greater than that of the Cre-- 
ation it ſelf; they were by their Mt-- 
niſtry to change and renew. the face: 
of the whole: World., ro pluck. the: 

——- -. 


talſe- 


( 26) 

falſe Gods from their Temples, to 
| beat down their Altars, to ſilence 
their Oracles, to aboliſh their Wor- 
ſhip, to root out their Cuſtoms, to 0- 
vercome their Prejudices, and to op- 
poſe and defeat a Religion, of as 
long ſtanding as the World it ſelf; a 
Religion that was in full poſleflion 


of the Spirits of all men, and which 
by conſequence could engage for her | 
defence whatſoever was authorita- | 


tive, great or powerfull among(t all 
Nations. They were to be the Plan- 
ters of a new Religion in the World, 
to brave and challenge all the pow- 


er of Princes, to iland the thock of |; 


the Sophiſms of Philoſophers,and the 
Politicks of States-men ; to ſtem the 
violent torrent of the Mobile, and 
to hold out againſt the Perſecutions 


of. all the wicked. Now that they | 


might- be qualified and capacitated 
for. this. ſtrange and wonderfull un- 
dertaking, God - was. pleaſed to in- 


dow; them: with many; miraculous: 
| Gifts: 


\ 


4, - #6 
| Gifts and Powers, as of Prophecy--. 
ing, ſpeaking all forts of Languages, 
working of Miracles, &c. in order 
to which the Holy Ghoſt, who is the 
| true and alone Spirit of Prayer, 
came down upon them, in a viſible 


—_ 


and - miraculous manner, Which. 
things being ſo, for you to fetch an : 
1. | Argument from the Example of the 
r | Apoſtles, either in reſpect of their, 
. | Perſon, Mitfion or extraordinary 
| , and miraculous Gifts, and apply. 
- | the ſame to your Miniſters, is every-. 
| | whit as improper, as if you ſhould 
- |g0 about to prove, that you or Þ 
f | can ſtop the Sun in his Courſe, be-. 
e. | cauſe Fo/hua did fo. 
e | E. D. I never intended by-produsr - 
4. | cing the Example. of the Apoſtles, 
s | toprove our Miniſters equal to them,. 
4s to their extraordinary gifts and. 
4 | graces; neither do I ſuppoſe , will ; 
-. | you dare to compare the Co7zers of 
- | your Liturgy or Common-prayer, 
. | With thoſe holy Men, the Apoliles. 


of [ 


* x 4- x Py -* - - = —_ 
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of our Lord and Saviour ? 

F. P, 1 never did; I onely faid, 
that the Compilers of our Liturgy, , 
were ſome of the moſt Pious and 
Learned men that ever England Cid 
afford. 

E. D. They were no better than 
bigoted Papilts. 

F. P. How can that be, when it 
is known that they ſuffered Perſcu- 
tion, nay, Martyrdom it ſelf, in the 
defence of the Proteſtant Religion, 
and ſealed and ratified the Common- 
prayer, they had compoſed, with 


| > their Bloud ? 


E. D. But, pray Sir, 


Common-prayer-book ? 
F. P. They had their Power and 
Authority from God and the King. 


E. D. | ſhall be glad to hear you | 


prove it. 

F. P. That I will Sir, for it is no 
ſuch difficult matter as you may 
ſuppoſe. I fay therefore, firſt, ot 
tc 


who gave 
them the power to compoſe the 


| 


- nours of the Church, had an un- 


| Church had been corrupted and a- 


__ doe. 
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they had their power from God ; 
for they being Biſhops and Gover- 


queſtionable Power and Commiſlion, 
by virtue of their Charge and Of- 
fice, to redreſs and reform whatſo- 
ever was amiſs in the Divine Ser- 
vice ; and foraſmuch as in ſome fore- 
going Ages the Prayers of the 


dulterated, by inſerting doubtfull * 
Stories and Legends, with a ſuper- 
fluous multiplicity of Reſponfals , 
Prayers to the Bleſſed Virgin and 
other Saints, Frayers for the Dead, 
vain Repetitions, Commemorations 
and Synodals, &c. they very wiſely 
and prudently cait away all that was 
Popiſh and Superi.itious , retaining 
onely what was found, ancient and 
edit ing, and aud-d 1. - © yravers: 
that were truly Apoſlolic | 2nd Pri- 
mitive, And be':des, they ..ad a ſpe-- 
ca! Order and Comrianc {rom King 

Edward VI. authorizing them f-ro-: 
E, D: 


-4 
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ED. 1 find all — Diftourſe 
comes to this, that the Compilers 
of your Common- -prayer-book, one- 
ly - chop'd and changd the Romiſh 
Liturgy , and out of it, with ſome 
Additions of their own, patch'd up 
the Liturgy which is now uſed by 
the Church. of Png/and, and which 
you do fo much admire. Now you 
F know the Popiih Liturgy 1s no 0- 
& ther than their Maſs-book, which I 
T think might , to much better pur- 
| poſe, have been quite laid aſide, 
| than reformd and patchd up a- 
| gain. 
= _ FA@. 7. i am not of your opinion, 
| and the Reaſons that hinder me are 


| 
| 
| 


81 ſpeaking ot, had no Power or Au- 
IF} thority "committed to them to plant 
I8Þ or inſtitute a new Religion, but one- 
| ly to reform the Abuſes that were 
I|4 crept inio the Church, and the Cor- 


| God , Which is the chiefeſt part of 


P-, 
»"'q 


| theſe: Firſt, Thoſe Holy Mei we are. 


WEN ruptions of the publick Worthip of. 


the. 
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the Chriſtian Reſigion : now in this 
caſe it is evidenr, that it was none 
of their duty or office to take away 
the whole publick Service - or Litur- 
gy , which indeed at that rime was 
very corrupt , though not to that 
degree, but that ſome good was 
till found amongſt it, but onely to 
change what was ami ifs, to ſupply 


| the defects of 1t , and caſt away 
| whatſoever was corrupt or ſuperfiu- 
| ous. Secondly , It was great wiſe» 


dom 1n them to obſerve the mean 
between two extreams, by thunning 
on- the one hand a Spirit of bitter- 
neſs and hatred againſt the Party 
they reformed from ; and on the - 
other hand avoiding a {infull com- 
pliance with the corruptions of thoſe, 
who were ſo unwilling to part with 


| their Idolatry and Superitition, And 


farther to illuſtrate my Argument, . 
I-muſt tell you, that the Reformers 
of -our Church acted according to 
this commencaþlc Maxim .of Chri- 
Ning 


(32) 


ſtian Charity and Moderation , wiz. | 


That in love and condeſcention to the 
Church of Rome, we ou;ht not to re- 
jet any thing uſed by them, but what 
is found contrary to the Word of God: 
whereas the Reformers of your Par- 
ty proceed according to this Rule, 
That i» hatred and deteſtation of Po- 
pery, we ought not to admit the leaſt 
thing the Papiſts make uſe of in their 


Divine Service ; and onely for this | 
reaſon, becauſe they uſe it. Now | 


would fain know of you.,, which of 
theſe two you take to be the moſt 
Chriſtian and Charitable method : 


and whether the Principle our Re- | 
formers went by, be not preferable 
to that of your Party? The Reaſon 


is Evident beyond diſpute ; becauſe 
our Reformers, by retaining what 
was good and of primitive Purity in 
the publick Service of the Roma- 
niſts, and reje&ting onely what was 
manifeſtly corrupt and ſuperſtitious, 
they left a door open for them, and, 
as 


| ie 


| 
8 
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» \-2s it were, friendly invited them, to 
'- | leave their Adulterous Church, and 
. | to enter into our Communion. 

: | - E. D. But pray tell me what 
. | great or good effect this Condeſcen- 
ſion did ever yet produce ; for I ne- 
. | yer underſtood that this their mo- 
* | derate and deſigning way of Refor- 

mig he Church has been a means 

to perſuade the Papiſts to leave their 


þ 
X 
; | Idolatry and. Superſtitions, and to 
7 | become Converts to their Church. 
f F. P. If I ſhould grant you that 
| the number of Popiſh Converts to 
, | our Church, is not very confidera- 
| ble; will it follow from thence; that 
the means uſed for ſo good and cha- 
ritable an End, were undue or un- 
lawtull 2 For though God hitherto 
hath not been pleaſed to bleſs theſe 
good means, with the greateſt ſuc- 
cels that might be wiſh'd for, yet 
we know not how ſoon he may ; 
eſpecially, conſidering that we had 


never more reaſon to expect, the to- 
tal 


( 34) 
tal downfall of Popery ; which, ac- 
cording to outward appearance, can 


no way ſo probably 'be brought a- | 


bout, as by the Papiſts embracing 
the Proteſtant Religion. Let us 
xherefore take heed of deriding ( as 
you ſeem to do) thoſe lawtfull, mo- 
derate, and Chriſtian-like methods, 
the Church of England hath made 


uſe to facilitate the Papiſts Conver-' | 


ſion. 

E. D. I find then, you take your 
Common-prayer to be 2 lawfull, mo- 
derate, and Chriſtian-like method or 
means to facilitate the Converſion of 
the Papiſts. 

F. P. 1 doo; and I qu*ſtion not 
but, in due time, it will prove very 
efteftual that way to the ſtopping of 
the mouths of all gain-ſayers. 

E. D. Ay, you may look for it 
long enough, I ſuppoſe ; and it by 
great chance it thould ever prove to 
- be an efletual means, I dare ſay, 


L for all that, it will never be a law- 
} | full 


( 35 ) 


- \ full one; for, to ſpeak freely, and 


F 
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without mincing the matter, I am. 


| of opinion , that, though it may be 
lawtull to uſe ſome Form of Prayer, 
[yet it is altogether unlawfull to uſe 


that Form, which is now 1n vogue a- 
mong(t you. 

F. F. Then I find you are not al- 
together irreconcilable to the Law= 


|fulneſs of Praying by Forms ; bur 
| you are not ſatisfied with rhe Forms 


we uſe. I ſhall be glad to hear the 
Grounds of your diſſatisfaction ; as 
hoping by this means to have an 
opportunity offer d me, to enlarge 
my ſelf more in the Praiſe of our 
Common-prayer, than hitherto I 
lave had occaſion to do. 

E. D. IT know the humour of 
French-men is to be complaiſant and 
complimental ; and ſo very probably 
you delign, in compliment to. the 
Church of England, to fall down to 
the Common-prayer, the great Idol 
of the Eng/i/þ Clergy ; as you have 
already 
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already expreſsd your great Re. \ [ 
ſpecs for their dull and ork! 
Prieſts. hi 

F. P. beg of you, Sir, let us dif | 
courſe without Prejudice or Paſſion, | 
and be ſo kind as to te!l me calmly | t: 
and friendly, what Objections you | tl 
have :againlt our Common-prayer- | al 
book in particular. te 

E.D. Before I give you the pee h 
ticular Objeftions 1 have againit the | tl 
Common-prayer-book, I thall pre- | it 
miſe this General Obſervation, That | it 
yeur Common-prayer is ſo bad, that | P 
there 15 nothing, good in 1t ; no, not | al 
any thing that is ſo much as tole-' h 
rable. tl 

F. P. How ſtrangely you and [| V 
differ in Opinion ? As for my part, | þ 
I really think there is nothing in it,| fi 
Fut what is very good. 

E. D. If you can prove that, asI| 
deſire you would, - Eris mih; magnus p 
Apollo; for ind-ed you will do more 


than all your Clergy-men that a 
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| [ diſcours'd with, and more than all 
the Books that treat of this-Subject, 
have been able to do. + 
lik! FP. Tt the caſe be fo indeed, I 
n; | ſhould be loath to undertake the 
ly | tack : For. if none of our Clergy, 
ou | that you have diſcoursd with, nor 
er- | any of thoſe excellent Books, writ- 
ten in the Defence of our Liturgy, 
r- | have been able to canvince you of 
he | the goodneſs and uſefulneſs thereof, 
e- | it would be folly for me to attempt 
at | it; for I am very ſenſible, that my 
at | Parts and Abilities, are far below 
or | any one of our Clergy, that you 
c-| have had to deal with ; and to ſpeak 
the truth, 'tis from them and their 
[| Writings I have acquired the beſt 
t,| part of that little learning, and 1n- 
t,| fight into theſe things, that I have. 
E. D. I hope you are as modeſt a 
[| Man as your diſcourſe would im- 
s | port ; beſides, being a French Prote- 
e| ſtant, you, as ſuch, can have neither ' 
! | publick nor private Reaſon, to bear _ 
any * 


Ree 
ne 
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any' il|-will to our Party ; where. | 


fore I look upon you as an unbiaſs{ | ' 
Perſon, without Prejudice or Partia- 
lity, and conſequently fit to be dif | - 


cours'd with, . about the matter in 
queſtion, between us: And indeed 
all this makes me the more de:irous 
to hear the Arguments you can pro- 
duce for. proving your Ailertion , 
That there is nothing in the Com- 
mon-prayer-book, but what 1s very 
ood. 

F. P. I thought all this while that 
you intended to propound your.Ob- 
jeRtions againlt the Common-pray- 
er; .and that my onely - buſineſs 
wou'd have been to Anſwer them. 

E. D. 1 ſuppoſe we may do both 
theſe things at once; for if you 
pleaſe to tell me what you find fo 
extraordinary good in the Com- 
mon-prayer, I ſhall alſo, on my 
part, declare what I diſlike in it. 


FP... 


| 


_ 
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F.P. Beit ſo. And to the end 


1 | we may proceed with ſome order, 
\. tet us curſorily reade over the Com- 


ll 


in | 


.mon-prayer-book, which I have here 


with me. 
E. D. , This indeed will be a good 


way to enable us to judge the bet- 


ter concerning it ; and therefore I 
am very free to run it over with 
you; onely muſt defire you, not to 
take it 1]], if now and then I inter- 
rupt you with my Objections againſt 
any part of it. 

F. P.. What you deſire, 1s con- 
taind in our agreement for accor- 
ding to it; I am to tell.you, what I 
approve of in our Liturgy.; and you 
ate to. tell me, what you diflike in 
it, by propounding your Objections 
againſt it. 
i£E.-D. Very well; and in ſo do- 
ing we ſhall finely Anatomize theſe 
Relicks of Popery. But it is your 
turn to begin. 


F. P. The © 


(40) j 
»F. P.. The firſt thing I meet with | d 
in our 'Common-prayer-book , are | al 
\ ſome Sentences of the Holy Scrip- | tc 
tures, of which the Miniſter isto | G 
reade one or more, before he pre | Þ 
ceeds to the Prayers or Devotions, | 
which ſeems to me to be very pro- | t! 
per and uſefull ; for certainly we | at 
can never better begin God's Ser- | W 
vice, than with his own Words. _ 
Next follows an Exhortation, | 
wherein is repreſented to the Pe | dl 
ple, the E»d of their preſent aſſem- | 0 
bling or meeting together ; which | th 
is, as the Exhortation expreſleth it, | W 
To confeſs their Sins, to render Thank 
to God, to ſet forth his Praiſe , and|Þ" 
to ask thoſe things that be neceſſary | Vi 
either for Soul or Body : and towards |, 
the end thereof, we are informed | YC 
and dire&ted.-how to perform theſe | & 
holy and bounden Duties; zz. {in- | 
cerely and reverently, with a pure |10 
heart, and hamble woice : which cau- | 
tion is very neceſlary, if we a 
ME, + cl 
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; der how- prone Men are, without 
| any due preparation of- themſelves, 


h 

. to ruſh into the preſence of the great 
o | God, who is a conſuming fire, and 
(> 
lS, 
Q» 


| before whom they ought to appear - 
with the moſt reverential awe and #4 
trembling ; as likewiſe how apt we _. 
ve | are to utter any thing before him, 
r- | without conſidering, that he is in 
| Heaven, and we on Earth ; and 
how negligent we generally are, in 
o- | diſpoſing and qualifying our ſelves, 
n- | for the acceptable performance of | 
< | the Sacred Duties of our Religious © 
it, | Worſhip. £0 
| ED. So far all is pretty tolera» 
44 | ble ; but by and by, we ſhall meet 
ry with a great deal of ſtuff. 

ds| #F. P. Not to inſiſt now upon 
ed | your plain contradicting of your 
ſe | lf; for whereas but juſt now, you 
'n- | poſitively aſſerted, that there was 
re | nothing, ſo much as tolerable in 
u- | ur Liturgy, you now plainly con- 
{i C fels 


der 
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fels the contrary ; I ſhall onely de. 
fire you, when we come to thoſe 


places, where your great deal of | 


ſtuff lies, that you would ſtop me, 
for I ſhall be glad to hear the Ob- 


jetions you have againſt any part 


of it ;- and in the mean time I pro- 
ceed to ſpeak of the Confeſſion, which 
is the next thing that occurs in our 


Liturgy. The Miniſter and People 


having been thus ſtirr'd up by the 
foregoing Exhortation to compole 
their Thoughts, and prepare their 
Hearts for a due offering up of rheir 
Morning or Evening Sacrifice ; the 
neXkt thing they do, 1s, to fall down 
on their knees, confeſſing in a ſolemn| 
and humble manner their Sins unto 
Almighty God, earneſtly imploring 
his Grace and Mercy for the Pardon 
of them. And this, according to 
my apprehenſion, is very proper and 
neceſſary in our approaches to God; 


for 1ince it is our Sins that —_ 


(43) 
between God and us', and hide his 
face from us; we can do no better 
than, in the firſt place, to beg of 
our moſt mercifull Father the Re- 
miſſion of them, that he may utrter- 
ly efface them, and put them out 
of the way of interrupting the free 
courſe of his gracious and benign 
Communications and Influences. 1f 
T regard, faith the Pſalmiſt, iniquity 
in my heart, the Lord will not hear 
my prayer , Plal. 66. v. 16. More- 
over, it is very reaſonable, before 
we beg any favour from God, to 
entreat for a removal of thoſe Evils 
we groan under, viz. the guilt and 
puniſhment of our Sins. 
E. D. 1 ſuppoſe you did not ob» 
ſerve this method in the - 


mon-prayer the Proteſtants uſe in 
France. 


_ F.P. Yes, but we did. Our Mi- 
niſters always begin Divine Service 
with 8 Sentence - of the Holy Scrip- 

C 2 cures ; 
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tures ; and I ſhall not ſcruple to tell 
you, that it is expreſly the ſame 
with which the Roman Office of the 
Maſs beginneth, ( and yet we have 
had the good luck, never to be cen- 
ſur'd as Popiſhly affeted upon this 
account; ) and in the next place, 
they proceed to exhort and invite 
the People to accompany them to 


the Throne of the heavenly Grace, | 


repeating after them a Confeſſion of 
Sins, in ſubſtance much the ſame 
with that in the Engliſh Liturgy. 

E. D. But your Miniſters did not 
reade theſe Prayers out of a Book, as 
the ſcandalous and lazy Clergy here 
in England do, 

F, P. I find you make it your 
buſineſs to affront our Clergy at 
every turn, and ſuppoſe the moſt 
abuſive and ſcurrilous Language to 
be good enough for'them ; yet que- 


| ſtion much, whether you would 


take it well to be paid in the ſame 
cpun; 
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coin ; however, I cannot bur tel 
you my thoughts, which incline 
me to believe you have learned 
theſe ill manners from your own 
Miniſter. 

E. D. What, I hope you will not 
accuſe our Miniiter of being un- . 
mannerly For I dare fay he 1s as 
courteous and civil, as attable and 


| obliging, and, in a word, as much 


r_—_ as any Man I know 
of. 
F. P, He ſhewed himſelf to be fo 
indeed, when the other day being 
in his Pulpit, thought fit to inter- 
rupt the ſeries of his diſcourſe to give 
the lye, to a perſon entring into 
the Meeting, who, it ſeems, had re- 
ported ſomething, as he conceiv'd, 
to his diſadvantage. 

E. D. Ay, this is a fine ſtory, 
forg'd at pleaſure by ſome of your 
Clergy-men, to expoſe and make 
our Miniſters odious. 

C 3 F, P.: 


OOO OORC.oOOT ome oY oor + 
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F. P. *Tis fo far from being a ſto- 
ry, that Iam ready to juſtifie the 
truth of it, by many credible Ear- 
witneffes. But to return to the mat- 
ter in hand ;_ though firſt 1 muſt tell 
you in anſwer to your queſtion, 
that our French Miniſters always 
uſe their Books in repeating of their 
Common-prayer, reading it word by 
word, and yet have been fo happy, | 
as to eſcape the Cenſure of being 
either ſcandalous or lazy upon that 
account, 

E. D. IT onely ask you this que- 
ſhon by the bye. But let us fee 
what follows. 

F. P. Aſter the Confeſron, which 
is the laſt thing we have ſpoke of, 
follows the 44/ol/utzon , wherein the 
Miniſter declares and pronounces to 
[or thoſe that truly repent and un- 

| feigned) 'y believenthe holy Goſpel, the 

Abſolution of their fins ; and no 
_ doubt, CET our Confelſlion to 
have 
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have been ſincere and hearty, the 
Miniſter has good reaſon to declare 
our Sins are abſfolved, upon theſe 
two Evangelical conditions of Faith 
| and Repentance. But to the end no 
ſcruple may be left in this matter, 
be pleas d to obſerve, that the Minti- 
ſter doth not here Abfolyve in his 
own name, but publiſheth a Pardon 
| in Nomine Domini, in the Name and 
Authority of the Lord God. He 
dota not fay 7, but He pardon- 
eth, &c. 

E. D. This Form of Abſolution, 
2s being onely declaratory, may paſs 
well enough : for, as I underſiand it 
now, the Miniſter onely declares 
that Pardon may be had, and on 
what terms, All this may be born 
with, and therefore you may go 
on 


F.P. The Lord's-prayer follows 
next ; and that, if I be not greatly 


| miſtaken, very properly : Firlt, be- 


Fl cauſe 
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cauſe having hitherto prepared our 
ſelves by Confeſſion and 4bſolution, 
we may now ,more freely take the 
boldneſs to call God our Father, and 
addreſs our ſelves to him in that 
perfect Form of Prayer which his 
Beloved Son has taught us. Se 
condly, the Lord's-prayer being the 
ground-work and foundation , on 
which all our Prayers and Petitions 
ſhould be built, we can never do 
better, than to begin ofir Prayers 
with this, which was compoſed by 
the onely begotten Son of God, and 
indited by Wiſdom it ſelf, to be a 
pattern and model to all our. Devo- 
tions. 

E. D. But you cannot ſay that 
you make uſe of the Lord s-prayer 
in the firſt place, and before your 
other Petitions, ſince you have ab 
ready uſed ſeveral before it. 

F. P. Whatſoever has been hither- 
to performed either by Miniſter or 
P eople, 
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ur | People, is rather a Preparation for 
on, | Prayer, than Prayer it ſelf : for if 
he | you —— 
nd} E. D. You need fay no more ; 
at | for indeed it is no great matter whe- 
his | ther you uſe ir firſt or laſt : the 
* | Queſtion onely is, whether it ought 
he | to be us'd at all? I own it to be a 
on | matter of great moment, which 
NS | therefore ought not to be raſhly 
do | fetermin'd ; though, for my part, 
$ [Fam more inclinable to take it as a 
dy | directory for the matter of our Pray- 
nd | er, than for a Form; and the rather, 

2 | becauſe one of the Evangeliſts ſeems 

0 | to intimate as much, by uſhering in 
the Lord's-prayer with theſe words 
at | of our Saviour, After this manner, 
or | therefore pray ye, Luke 6. v. 9. 

ur | F, P. I fear your Miniſter is not _ 
| | cautious as you are in this mat- 
ter» for in ſome of his Sermons he 
r- |tath, if not raſhly, at leaſt very po-- 
tively aſſerted, that: the Lord's 
C5 prayer” 


OD 


(50) 
prayer is not to be uſed as a Form 
of Prayer, but onely as a DireQi- 
'on; and conſequently takes great 
care not to make uſe of it in his 
Meeting ; though, as I have been 
informed from very credible hands, 
he uſeth it in his Family-prayers ; 
but how to reconcile P with B in 
this caſe ; P, when he 1s in his Mee- 
ting, and B when he 1s at home, [ 
leave to your conſideration ; I onely 
wiſh there be not ſome worldly in- 
tereſt at the bottom that ſways him, 
And as for what you alledge, that 
one of the Evangeliſts ſaith, after 
this manner, &c. | anſwer, that theſe 
wogds do not forbid or oppoſe the 
uſing of it as a Form, or the repea- 
ting of it in the ſelt-ſame words; 
for he that repeats the ſame words, 
faith after this manner, though-eve 
ry one that ſaith after this manner, 
do not always repeat the ſame words 


So that he who faith the very words 


'k/; b- them- 


, | too light and 


(51) 
themſelves, hath two Evangeliſts to 
warrant and juſtifie him ; whereas 
he that does not, hath but one, I 
ſhall onely add, that the Lord's- 


(prayer, is uſed by the Church of 
Chriſt all the World: over; and it 
cannot e very comfortable and 


beneficial to us to bear a part in this 
great and Univerſal Conlorrt. 

.E. D. But ſuppoſe I ſhould grant 
you, that the Lord's-prayer may be: 
usd in the Morning ; yet you can» 
not but allow me, that it ought not 
to be us d at Night, becauſe it is ri- 
diculous to beg our daily Bread of 
God, when we have eaten our Sup= 
per, and are ready to go to bed. 

F. P, Though this Objection be 

Bids, and not at all 
comporting with the Sacredneſs of 
the things we are treating of ; yet 
ſhall not this hinder me from an- 
lwering it ſeriouſly ; and the-rather, 


becauſe I am pretty well aſlur'd you: 
have: 


(52) 
have borrow d it from one of your 


Neighbouring Miniſters, who not 
long ſince Preaching in this Town, 


produc'd it as a moſt convincing | 


and unanſwerable Argument, to 
prove, that the Lord s-prayer was 
not to be uſed as a Form : but cer- 
tainly this Gentleman ſhewed here- 
by, that he was no great Textuary, 
fince any Woman, except perhaps 
his own Mother, ( who, I am told, 
has been the onely Tutor he ever 
had) could have taught him, that 
. by Bread in this place, as in many 
other Texts of Scripture, we are 
not onely to underſtand Meat and 
Drink, but alſo Repoſe and Sleep, 
Clothes and Shelter, Fealth and 
Wealth, and; in a word, whatſoever 
rs neceſſary to ſupport and ſupply 
our frail natures. To this. I might 
add, that the word we render Dai 
ly, according to-its moſt proper and 
exact hegnification, do's not _ 

c 


ok. ans Ru©H as was 


(53) 
the prefent time, but that to come ; 


fo that when we pray , Give ws this 
day onr daily bread, tis as much as 


' if we ſhould fay, Vouchſafe us all 


thoſe things that are neceſſary and 
ſufficient for the ſupport of the re- 
maining part of our lives : and this 
we pray that we may receive this 
day, that is, as St. Luke interprets 
it, Day by day. Laſtly, I might al- 
ſo here take notice , that by Bread, 
we are not onely to underſtand our 
Bodily ſuſtenance, but alſo the food 
of our Souls. 

E.D. Theſe Obſervations of yours 
I muſt confeſs are new things to-me, 
and more than ever I heard before. 
But I deſire you to proceed. 

F. P. After the Lord's Prayer fol- 
low ſome ſhort and proper Ejacula- 
tions, for the Divine Aſſiſtance in the 
work we are about ; and in which 
the People bear a part, the Mint- 
ſter praying in the words of hay 

David , 


(54) 


David , O Lord , open thou our lips , 
and the People anſwering , And our 
mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy praiſe, 
The Miniſter again, O Lord, make 
ſpeed to ſave us ; and the People, 
O Lord, make haſte to-help us. Net- 
ther can you, I ſuppoſe, find fault 
with this Order of the Church, in 
aſſigning this place to theſe holy 
Breathings , or ejaculatory Deſires, 
viz. before the Pſalms, Leſſons and 
Colletts , and immediately after the 
Confeſſion and Abſolution ; thereby 
intimating that our Sins have ſhut 
our Mouths and cloſed our Lips; 
putting us into an utter incapacity 
| of prailing his moſt holy Name, and 
|  exprelling our bounden thankfulneſs, 
| till he himſelf be pleaſed to open 


= our Mouths and Lips to utter his 


| glory. Again, when we caſt an eye 
; Upon the Sacrednels of thoſe Duties 
weare about, and the great oppoſi- 
tioa we may expe from the wy 
an 
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| uw and deliver us; to the end that 


(55) 


and our evil Hearts, in the perfor- 
mance- of them, we have all the 
reaſon in the World to cry migh- 
tily to God , to make haſte to y 4 


by his Divine aſliſtance we may 
be enabled worthily to celebrate 
his praiſe, and acceptably perform 
the great Work we are engaged 
n 


Fe EB. D. Theſe ſhort Sentences you 


fo much commend , foraſmuch - as 
they are all taken out of Scripture , 
are-well enough in themſelves : but 
| can no ways approve this chop- 
ping and mincing of Prayers be» 
tween. the Miniſter and the People, 
for this makes them to be liker Charms 
than Chriſtian Prayers. 

'F. P, Well, you are a wonderfull 
Chriſtian, if I may Judge of you by 
your Charitable and Evangelical ex- 
preſlions :- for, if from the abundance 
of the heart the mouth vera : 

nd |; 


——_— 
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find you have as good an opimion of 
our Church as your Miniſter hath, 

E. D. Pray, what 1s that you have 
to fay againſt our Miniſter ? 

F. P. Nothing at all., for indeed 
I am aſham'd for his fake to mention 
It. 
E. D. Speak out man, I know 
what you would be at; is it not this, 
that our Miniſter hath ſaid the ſame, 
viz, that your Prayers are liker 
Charms than Chriſtian prayers ? 

F. P. | will not be poſitive that 
he uſed the ſelf-fame expreſſions : 
but this I dare affirm, that he uſed 
fome as. bad, if not worſe, and which 
have a great affinity with theſc 
words of yours. 

E. D. Pray, Sir, tell me plainly, 
what it was he faid ? 

F. P. Since you will needs. have 
it, I ſhall tell you, that he was fo 
kind and charitable as to.imply in 
one of his Sermons, that. our Cathe- 


drat | 


4 
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dral was the Devil's Chapel. Theſe 
are his words , God has no Church, 
but the Devil has a Chapel; 1 had al- 
moſt ſaid, a Cathedral, A ſublime 


| and worthy Sentence, full of Chri- 


ſtan Love and Charity, and well be- 
coming ſuch a Miniſter of the Go- 
ſpel. And if we join your Aphoriſm 
to his, we may challenge-the World 
to ſhew us any thing like it ; for ſo 
it will make out this favourable 
Judgment of our Church , God has 
w Church, but the Devil has a Cha- 
fel; I had almoſt ſaid, a Cathedral; 
md the Prayers that are uſed there, 
are liker Charms, than Chriſtian pray- 
ers, 

E. D. 1 don't matter what you 
ay or judge of me, but your ha- 
ming ſuch trequent flings at our Mi- 
tiller gives me great reaſon to ſu- 
bet, you have. a grudge or ſecret 
tatred againſt him. 


YAY. 


(58) 


F. P. 1 can afſure you 'tis far 
from that ; for I am ſo free from 
bearing any il-will towards him, 
that I can ſafely deſire all the harm 
I with him may fall upon my ſelf: 
and I ſincerely proteſt, that the one- 
ly motive which makes me recited 
upon ſome of his abuſive ©x2reilions 
is, the love I have for that Church 
which he is ſo eagerly bent to ex 
poſe-and vilifie; and indeed who 
could ſee his Mother ſo grofly abu 
ied, without being mov'd at it. 

_E. D. Seeing you are fo nice and 
ſqueamiſh, x ſhall henceforth avoid 
anv expreſſions that may offend or 
give you an occaſion to reflect upon 
our Miniſter or my ſelf. 

F, P. I could with it were in your 
power to uſe that moderation, 
though 'in doing it, you would 
doe no more than what I have 
already ſeveral times begged of you; 
and had you but comply d with my 
re- 


'. 
y 


I 
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reiterated deſires, you would have 
ſpar d me the. trouble of repreſen- 
ting to you the Sarcaſtical Language 
your Miniſter has very often and 
very unreaſonably made uſe of a- 
painſt us. 

E. D. In kindneſs to you I ſhall 
propound my Objection in other 
terms. I ſay therefore, that I c>h- 
not approve, that the People ſhould 
anſwer the Miniſter, and by turns 
repeat ſome part of the publick Pray- 
es; for though I know it was al- 
owed among(t the Fews to ſing by 
turns, anſwering one another , yet 
| cannot find that the ſame order 
- ever approv d of among Chris 
ans, 

F. P. Aſter thanks returned for 
your kindneſs to me, I mult tell 
jou that your ObjeRion is ſo far 


_ making for you, that it makes 
ainſt you. For as [ perceive, you 


re not well acquainted with the bw 
er 


( 60) 

der the Jews obſerved in their pub. 
lick Worſhip , becauſe if fo, ya 
would never have produc'd this Ar. 
gument to condemn the practice 
our Church, True it 1s, that it was 
the cuſtome of the Fews to ſing by 
turns, and anſwer one another ; but; 
you never obſerved that this was a, 
privilege granted to the Priells and; 
Levites onely : now this Argument 
of yours plainly juſtifies the order; 
'of our Church ; for if the Prieſts, 
and Levites under the Old Law had 
the Prerogative of bearing a part in 
oftering up the publick Prayers andþ,r 
Praiſes, none can deny , but that, 
Chriſtians, both Miniſters and Peokg 
ple, have the fame, if not a greater, 
privilege ; foraſmuch as every tritthy, 
Chriſtian is a Priet, and that of te 
higher order than thoſe under tle," 
Old Law; for if we will belien} x; 
St. Peter, 1 Ep. chap. 2. verl. 9. Wth,, 
are a choſen Generation, a royal ths | | 
hood: 


th; 
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| (61) 

wd: and Fohn, Revel. r. 6, declares 
ub- that, Jeſus Chriſt has made us K ings 
Md Prieſts unto God. 
q E. D. I perceive then you take it 
i a great honour or privilege for 


] 
4 


"hriſtians to have leave to anſwer 
k ir Miniiters, and to have a ſhare 
wh jth them in repeating the publick 
yers. 
FP. Idofo - and havegreat rea- 
en for it too. 
£E. D. I know well that you 
urch-men , both Miniſters and 
ple, are very ambitious of ho- 
- but this is not the thing we 
look for, eſpecially in our Pray- 
rs, but rather edification and bene- 
"K; now what benefit can you pro» 
und to your ſelf from this anſwe- 
mg of your Miniſter, and pronoun- 
ug ſome part of the publick Pray- 


ts 2 
'F.P. The benefit which thereby 
"kc Ws to us 15 very — 
or 
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for 'by this means we do not onely 
expreſs' our full conſent to all the 
Miniſter's Prayers, without which 
we cannot reaſonably expect any ad- 
vantage from them : but beſides, by 
this method of our Church we cap- 
tivate the Peoples attention, reſtrain 
their vain and rambling thoughts, 
and oblige them to be attentive to 

what the Miniſter faith , that they 
may be ready to return the proper 
Reſponſals. Whereas when the Pev 
ple bear no ſhare in the Divine Ser- 
Vice, and have no part to aCt init 
they are more at leiſure to entertain 
vain and frivolous fancies, and too 
too often profane and laſciviow 
thoughts come in flocks to devour 
their Sacrifice : and to tell you my 
mind plainly, I take it, that the 


neglet of theſe Reſponſals, is the! 


true cauſe of ſo much inadvertency, 


lazy poſtures and drowzineſs, | 


now commonly diſcover themlelve 
in 


d- | 
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i thoſe who frequent the Honſe of 
God, and appear in his preſence, 
whom the holy Angels adore with 
veiled faces ; which as it is a diſho- 
nour to God and a diſcouragement 
to the Miniſter, ſo it is of great pre- 
judice to their own Souls. Now to 
put the queſtion to your ſelf, you 
cannot deny me, bur that way of 
Praying which moſt engageth our 
attention, 1s the beſt, and therefore 
ought to be preferred before any o- 


.|ther; and it is evident beyond dif- 


pute , that that way of Praying, 
where the People bear a part and 
anſwer in their courſe, is the moſt 
piver to make them attentive and 

dfull to the Work they are about ; 
ind therefore I leave you to judge , 
tow commeridable the Practice of 


the) (ur Church is, in this regard. 


E. D. We ſhall by and by have a 
further opportunity of ſpeaking to 


this particular ; wherefore you may 


ww procecd it you pleaſe. : 
: # F.P. Af 


64) 
F.P. Aﬀter the ſhort Prayers and | : 
Reſponſals now mentioned , follows |: 
the Doxology ; Glory be to the Father, |( 
and to the Son, &c. which is botha | / 
ſound Form of praiſing and glorify. |t 
ing the eternal and tri-une God, Fas |t 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; and a |; 
ſhort Creed or Confeſſion of our Faith, | x 
concerning the Trinity in Unity, |y 
And if you demand of me, why it |U 
is placed here in the cloſe of the Pe jy 
nitential part of our Prayers? I an«|N 
ſwer, Becauſe having before confel [tz 
ſed our Sins, and humbly entreated | 
mercy and remiſſion for them ; and |;þj 
being now in full hope that ourſ$j 
mercifull Father has graciouſly heard |yj 
and granted our requells, we imme yy 
diately change our Prayers into 
Praiſes, and our Supplications into] 
Thankſgivings, and with tranſportily 
of Joy and Gratitude we ſound forth; 
our Glory be to the Pather, for it ih, 
he who pardons our Sins; axd to thij 
Son 


; | Sox, becauſe tis for his fake they 
; |are pardoned ; and to the Foy 
, | Ghoſt, who alone aſſures us thereof. 
2 | And the Miniſter afterwards, -as if 
= [this were not enough , ( becauſe in 
z- [the Gloria Patri we more particu- 
a | larly worſhip the Trinity in Unity, 
h, | 4nd not the Unity in Trinity, ) calls 
y. |upon the People again to adore the 
it |Vnity, ſaying, Praiſe ye the Lord ; to 
Pe (which the People anlwer, The Lord's 
at |Name be praiſed ; which words con- 
feb [tain the Chriſtian Hallelujahs or 
ted |ongs of praiſe and triumph, for the 
and |ibolution and remiſſion of their 
fins: or elſe, if you will, you 
ard my take them for a Preface or En- ' 
M&|tince to the Reading of the Pſalms. 
into 

int0}Z. D. You may take them for 
Polllhat you pleaſe; as for my part, 
olilllon't concera my ſelf about them, 
wy d therefore you may go on. 

fo tit 


$08}. D FF. 
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F. P. In the Morning Service the l 
Pſalms are uſhered in with the Ye, 
mite, O come let us fing unto thi} 
Lord, &c. as being an Exhortats-jp, 
ry Palm, whereby we continw|y 
mutually to invite and encouragt| y, 
each other worthily to adore and|j, 
worſhip the Eternal God. And that|,,, 
this Pſalm is very well placed herg| yy, 
appears, firſt , Becauſe by it wear)yj, 
informed what we. are to doe;|4, 
and, ſecondly , how we ought wp; 
b<have our ſelves in the performana|j,, 
of the ſucceeding Offices or Du|je 
ties. The former of theſe, viz. w 
we are to doe, we have in the 
words; Sing unto the Lord; Cl why 
before his preſence ; Serve and wi\ge;, 
ſhip him ; and, lailly, Hear his You &ri 
or, his moſt Holy Word, The latte] 
How we are to perform theſe Db 
Ties, is thus expreſsd , We are tion 
fing unto the Lord, heartily rejoicitipe 

fl” 


(67) 
in the ſtrength of our ſalvation; to 
come before his preſence with thankſ- 
ing, With a gratefull ſenſe and 
fumble acknowledgment of all his 
(Benefits; ſerve and worſhip him 
with all becoming Reverence and 
Veneration; faling down on our fa- 
tes, and kneeling before the Lord 
mr Maker ; not hardning our hearts 
when we hear his voice, but recei- 
vng it with Faith and Obedience. 
And thus we proceed to the Pſalms 
pointed for the day, the Church 
having ordered them to be read 0- 
Doljer once every Month. 


—— 
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a” EF. D. Pray tell me the reaſon 
Myhy they are appointed to be read 
whoftner than any other part of Holy 
o\Fripture 2 

WW" F. P. Becauſe they are moſt ac- 
© Wommodated for Prayer and Deyo- 
«Mon , and conſequently of a more 
D 2 contt- 


ET ary cars ern 


«C1 
continual uſe than any other part of | 
God's Word. The ignorant will find 
here profitable inſtru&tion and infor- 


mation ; the wicked earneſt exhor: | 
jC 


tations and ſevere warnings; the 
poor and afflicted will meet with fu- 
table Prayers and Petitions to beg 
the good things they want, as well 
as to deprecate the evils they groan 
under ; and the rich and proſperous 
will be furniſh'd with Thankſgivings 
and joyfull Songs of Praiſe. Indeed 
the whole contexture of them ſheys 


them to be fitted and ſuited to all |- 


perſons in all circumſtances, whe 


ea 
ther young or old, Kings or Subjeds | 
Nobles or Commons, in proſperity | v; 


t 


or adverſity, in a wealthy and com-|up 


fortable, or in a pinching and afflic|dir 
ted condition ; and they are propot-|hat 


tioned with that exacneſs to thele|ext 
ſeveral circumſtances, as if they had|ott 


been made on purpoſe to expreſs and|km 
repreſent every one's particular ſtate{ty 


and Condition. E, D.\nd 


Ie 


(69) 


E. D. I muſt own there is fome- 
what of truth in what you have faid 
cbncerning the Pſalms; but one 
thing T find that ſpoils all , which is 
your ſilly way of reading them by 
turns, the Miniſter reading one 
Verſe, and the People anſwering 
another ; which certainly is a con- 


\fusd, if not a ſcandalous way of 


prailing God. 


-'F.P. What you are pleas'd to 
all confus'd and ſcandalous, is in 
my opinion very edifying and hea- 
wnly ; and my apinio1 is grounded: 
won Reaſon ; for this way of rea- 


-|ding or ſinging Pſalms by turns, as 
»|tath been partly already hinted, is 


atremely well ſuited to excite, each 
thers Aﬀections,and to encreaſe our' 


nd[Emulation , making us, as it were, 


tate!to ſtrive to outvie each other in Zeal 


ind Deyotion, and to contend. who: 


D: 3 ſhall: 


(70) 
ſhall worſhip and praiſe God with 
moſt earneſtneſs and fervency. Now 
this holy Emulation cannot but be 
very profitable and edifying ; ya, 
and Heavenly too, becauſe it comes 
neareſt to the Pattern of Heavenly |ti 
and Angelical Adoration ; for thu |# 
we reade that the Seraphims cry to | 
each other by turns, ZZoly, holy, be 
ly, Lord God of Hoſts, &c. 1ſai. 6, 3, |! 
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E. D. Well, but I have another |\ul 
Objection againſt your way of res | 
ding the P/alms ; and that is , that |6 
at the end of every one of them 
you repeat the Gloyga Patri, Glory be \. 
to the Father,and to the Son,&c.which |/al 
certainly is a very vain repetition: |ifo 


F. P. lam not of your opinion;|tt 
for if*you obſerve this Doxology is|{4/ 
not applied twice to the ſame 1ub-[\at 
xa; for though we repeat it cot 
ſtantly at the cloſing of every Pſalm, |t 

yet, 


nes 
uy 


Jus 

to 
ho- 
E 
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yet, becauſe they moſt commonly 
affer and vary in their ſubjeRs, for 
you will hardly find two Pſalms to- 


ether of the ſame Argument ; ſome 
Ges Pſalms of Doitrine and Inſtruce 
tian, ſome of Confeſion of Sins, ſome 
o Profeſſion of Faith , ſome of Sup- 
NMication and Prayer , ſome of Prat 
its. and Thankſgiving. And foraſ- 


nuch as every one of theſe Argu- 
nents contain ſufficient and power- 


ter [ul] motives to ſtir up our Hearts 
e- |0d Aﬀections to bleſs and glorifie 


al 
be 


ch 


n; 
' 1s 
zb- 
Mt 
im, 
et, 


hat [6od, therefore the cloſing © —_ 


Palm with this Doxology, Glory be 
 rbe Father, &c. cannot be judged: 
rn and improper ,. but rather very 
oper and edifying, 

After the reading or ſinging of 
2 P/alms, we proceed to reade the 
Lsſoxs, the one out of the Old Te- 
lament, and the other out of the 


New ; which order affords this great: 


dmveniency, among(t ſeveral others,. 
D 4 that: 


(72) 
that by this means the Old Teſta- 


ment 1s read over once, and the 
Ncw Teſtament thrice, every Year, 


E. D. This is a great miſtake 'of 
yours, whether wilfull or no, I ſhall 
not enquire, for the Book of Chre- 
nicles is never read, as well as many 
particular Chapters of ſome other 
Books, 


_ F. P. I confeſs the Books of Chro- 
aicles are not read, but the reaſon of 
it is phin and evident, becauſe for 
the moſt part they are but a repet|- 
tion of the Books of Aings, which 
are read in their courſe : and if any 
Chapters of other Books be omitted, 
Tis either becauſe they contain little 
elſe but a repetition of what ts gone 
before, or becauſe they treat of the 
Genealogies, Ceremonies and Laws 
of the Fews, which chiefly concernd 
them, as, being now antiquated and 


of 
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of little uſe under the Goſpel. 


E. D. Pray why do you reade the 
| Apocryphal Books then , which cer-- 


tainly are of as little uſe and con- 


cern as thoſe Books and Chapters: 
you omit in the courſe of your Leſ- 
ſons ? 


| F.P. I dont think fo, for though 


they be not Canonical, they are ſuch: 
25 may be read with Profit and Edi-: 
fication, in that they contain many 
true and pious Hiſtories or Relati- 
ons of the Lives and Actions of ſeve- 
ral great and excellent Perſons, whoſe: 
worthy and glorious Examples' are- 
very. proper to afte& our Hearts, and: 
raiſe up in us an ardent Deſire and' 
holy Emulation to imitate. thew” | 
tranſcendent Virtues, to expreſs their” 
untainted Innocence, and copy; their 
unſhaken Conſtancy , Courage and: * 
Magnanimity. Moreover we find' 
D 5 there- 


74 / 
there moſt exquiſite Precepts of Mo- 
rality , direting and informing of 
us in the Practice of all vertugus 
Actions, teaching us how to order 
our Lives, Manners and Converſati- 
on, and. recommending, to: us the 
lovelineſs and excellence of Vertue, 
as well as repreſenting the deformi- 
ty and miſery of Vice and Wicked- 
nels. 


E. D:_ But, if I be not miſtaken, 
you do not reade- the firſt and ſe- 
cond Leſſon. immediately one after 
anorher.. 


F. P, True, for. after the firſt 
Morning Leſſon we ſay or ſing the 
Te. Deum, We praiſe thee, O God, &c. 
or the Bezediezte ;_ O all ye works of 
the. Lord, Bleſs ye the. Lord, &c. 
both. of which are the moſt excel- 
lent-and heavenly Hymns that ever 
were. iram'd by Men; each of them. 
being: 


— 
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| utterable Goodneſs beſtowed upon: 
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being 2 moſt complete Form of. 
Thankſgiving, Praife and Adorati-. * 
on.. After the ſecond Morning Leſ-- 
ſon we repeat the Song of Zachari-. 
4, or-elſe the 100 Pſalm, both of. 
which are not onely Divine and un-. 
queſtionable, but alſo extremely prc-- 
per to inflame our Hearts with Love _ 
and Gratitude to God, for all his un-. 


us. In the Evening Service, after 
the firſt Leſſon, the Church appoints. 
the Song of the Bleſſed Virgin,” ar: 
the 98 P/alm; and after the ſecond: 
Leſſon the 67 Pſalm, or the Songvf- 
old Simeon; all which for the Rea- 
ſons juſt now mentioned, cangot 
but be acceptable to God , and edjs. 
ing to thoſe that attend his Wors. 

P. | 


E. D. But what probable reaſan- 


can you give for inſerting wes | 
mixing. theſe Songs of: Praiſe: with. . 
your Leflons? | EF. P 
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F. P.' The Church has appointet 
the Repetition of theſe Sacred and 
Seraphick Hymns, to be us'd as a 
ſolemn Form of Thankſgiving, for 
thoſe unſpeakable Mercies, and hea- 
venly Bleſſings and good things, re- 
vealed and Sromiſed to us 1n his 
Word, newly read'to. us; and it is 
but- fitting and: ſeemly, that after 
we Inve heard God graciouſly ſpea- 
king-to us, we ſhould in gratitude 
eccho forth our Praifes and Thanks 
to- him; and this we do. in 'the. 
Hymns now mentioned. 


9B7D. Some of theſe Hymns, I 
think; might be allow'd ; but there. 
be- two thruſt in among them, 
which, ſeem to me very improper ; 
and that is the Song of the Virgin 
Miry,. for bearing Chriſt in her 
 Wemb; and that of Old Smeoy, for 
4 Friog: Jeſus Chriſt in the Fleſh, and 


holding; 


— 
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holding him in his Arms : Now: 
ſince theſe are extraordinary Caſes, . 
which reach nore of us; therefore 
| F conclude the uſe of them ſome- 
what ſtrange and extravagant. 


F. P. To begin with your firſt 
Objection : I readily own that we 
have not the ſame occaſion to uſe 
this Hymn, as the Bleſſed Virgin 
had ; for God the Word his taking 
Fleſh in her Womb, was 4 privt 
kdge peculiar to her alone: Yet 
pray conſider, that: when we 1n all 
humility, with Obedience and Faith, 
| receive the Word of God read to us; 
or as St. Lake phraſeth it, Chap. 11. 
28, When we hear the Word of God, 
and keep it; we do conceive Chriſt 
by Faith ; for according to St.Paul's - 
doctrine, Gal. 4. 19. 'tis by hearing: 
and keeping the Word of God that 
Ebriſt is formedin us ; not Carnally, 
but Spiritually : . Wherefore we-are 

as: 
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as much obliged, after a due hear- 
ing of God's Word, to break forth 
into a holy Magnificat, My Soul doth 
mazuifte the Lord,, becauſe Chriſt is 
formed in us ſpiritually, as the Bleſ- 
ſed Virgin was, becauſe Chriſt was 
formed in her according to the 
Fleſh. 

And as to your ſecond Objection, 
I might tell you, that this Hymn of 
Old Simeon is frequently usd in 
our French Proteſtant Churches, as 
being commonly ſung every Lord's 
day : but if this Authority do not 
ſatisfie you, I ſhall give you a rea- 


ſon why the Church of England, at- ' 


ter the reading of the ſecond Leſſon 
at Evening-prayer, orders the re- 


hearſing the Song of this. Blefled 


| Man; for though indeed 1n the rea- 


ding, of the New Teſtament we do. 


- not behold Chriit with our bodily 
| Eyes, as Szmeon did, yet may we 
| with. the ſpiritual Eyes of our Faith: 

| (ce. 
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ſee that Salvation he then faw; and 
that more clearly, becauſe it is now 
more fully manifeſted : and there-- 
fore upon this account we have the 


| fame reaſon to fay with him ; Lord, 


nw letteſt thou thy ſervant to depart 
in_ peace, for mine Eyes have ſeen 
thy Saſvation, &Cc. 


E. D. I perceive you: have a pe- 


' culiar way of applying the Scrip-- 


tures to your ſelves :. But let us exa- 
mine what is next. 


F.P. The next thing that fol 


| lows is, the Confeſſion of our Faith, 


commonly called the Apoſtle's Creed.. 


E: D, But, I ſuppoſe, you:do not 
believe the Apoſtles made it > 


F. P. Though ſtrong and. con-- 
vincing Arguments might be alledg- 
ed. to. prove. them the Inditers or. 
Compo-- 


: ( $o ) 


Compoters of it ; yet I am reſolved, 
at preſent, not-to differ with you a- 
bout: it; and the rather, becauſe ] 
am ſure you will agree with me; 
that as long as ir comprehends no- 
thing but what the Apoſtles have 
taught"us to believe, and believed 
themſelves, it may very well, of juſt 
right, be called the Apoſtle's Creed. 


E: D. But what particular reaſon 
hath your Church to place it after 
the Leſſons ? 


F. P. Becauſe having heard ſome 
Chapters out of the Word of God read 
tous; it 15 but fit-that we now makea 
publick proſeijzon of our Belief of the 
main and fundamental Truths there« 
in contained ; which cannot be bet- 
ter done, than by. repeating the Ar- 
. ticles of the Apolile's Creed ;- which 
- 15 not: onely a- Compendium of the 
Goſpel, but of all Holy Wrir. 

E, D. but: 
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E. D: But why 1s it you repeat it 
lo often, twice a day at leaſt,” Morn- 
| ing and Evening ? 


F.P. Truly it can never be re- 
peated too often ; and I am ſure our 

French Proteſtants thought ſo, whoſe 
Example, if it ſhould not convince . 
| you, I liope the following Reaſons 
may ; becauſe ir ſerves to expreſs 
our Loyalty to God, and our Dn:ty 
among our ſelyes, and with the Ca» 
tholick Church ; it is a Touch-ſtone- 


to diſcover, - whether we continue in 
the number of Chriſt's Diſciples, and 
in Unity and Concord with one a- 
nother ; it is our Watch-word, our 
Badge, Mark and Character, where- 
by we may diſtinguiſh Friends from 
Foes, true Believers from Infidels and 
Hereticks ; - and therefore, as was faid 
before, it cannot be too often re-: 


peated. But before we proceed tur- 
ther, 


(82) 


ther, we may here take notice, that | 


upon certain Feſtival-days the 4tha- 


nafian Creed is read, inſtead of that |} 


of the Apoſtle's, 

E. D. Is there any thiog more in 
the Athanafian Creed, than in that 
of the Apoſtle's ? 


F. P. Onely this, that in the 4- 


thanafian Creed , the Myſteries of | 


the moſt Bleſſed Trinity, and of the 
Incarnation of the Son of God, are 
more at large aſlerted, explained and 
untolded, and that in the moſt ſound, 


plain and perſpicuous terms, thoſe ' 


ſublime and incomprehenſible My- 
ſteries are capable of. | Aſter which, 
we proceed to this devout, hearty 
and mutual Salutation of the Mint- 
ſter and the People ; the Miniſter 
ſaying, The Lord be with you ; ani 
_ the People anſwering, And with 
thy Spirit. 

E. D: For 
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E, D. For my part, I cannot ap» 
prove of the Miniſter and People 
thus faluting one another, becauſe 
it looks too much like Compliment ; 
which though perhaps it may agree 
very well with your Frexch humour, 
jet 15 not. at all agreeable to mine. 


F. PF. If you'll quarrel at this, you 


muſt quarrel with the Word of God, 


and with the language of the Holy 
Ghoſt in Scripture ; for moſt certam 
it is, that this Salutation is-taken 
thence, viz. what the Miniſter faith 


/ out of the Book of Ruth 2. 4. and 


uled by St. Paul, 2 Thefſ. 3.16. and 
what the People anſwer out of the 
Epiſtle to the Galat. 6. 18, Which 
words, whether conſider d in them- 
ſelves,' or with refpe& to the end 
they are deſign'd for, are of exceed» 


ing great and good uſe ; for now *| 


we are entring upon a new part of 
Divine ; 
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Divine Service, viz. that of Prayer, 
but ſeeing that without God's aid 
and aſſiſtance'it is impoſſible, either 
for Miniſter or People to acquit 
themſelves rightly of this duty, 
which is of ſo great concern to the 
whole Congregation, Miniſter 'as 
well as People; wherefore they be 
gin by praying each for other, hum- 
bly ſupplicating God to aſſiſt them 


in their preſent undertaking : the 


Miniſter beginning with this ſhort 
Prayer for the People, The Lord be 
with you ; lifting up your Hearts, 
and raiſing your Devotions, that my 
Prayers may not be in vain for you; 
and the People, in acknowledgment 
of. the Miniſter's hearty good will, 
and as being themſelves extreamly 
concern'd in the work he is abour, 
| anſwer his Prayer, with this good 
- wiſh, And with thy Spirit; to the 
, end your Prayers may be ſo fer- 
| vent; that you and we may _ 

e 
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; the fruit and benefit of thoſe Peti: 
trons. you are now going to offer * 
up to God for the whole Congrega- 
tion. And having thus, both Mi- 
nee and People, implored the Di- 
vine Preſence and Aſſiſtance in the 
oreat Work we are. entring upon ; 
we do next in a moſt humble and 
ſolemn manner addreſs our ſelves to 
ach Perſon of the moſt Bleſſed Tri- 
nity to have Mercy upon us, vz. 
that our Sins and Tranſgreſſions 
may not hinder our Prayers and 
Petitions from being graciouſly re- 
ceived and accepted at the Throne 
of Grace ; ſaying, Lord have mercy 
 upow us, Chriſt have mercy upon us. 
Lord have mercy upon us. Aﬀter 
which, we addreſs our ſelves to God, 
in that excellent Form of Prayer 
our Saviour hath taught us. 


E. D. But me-thinks, foraſmuch 
25 you have uſed this Prayer alrea- 


dy, | 


”» 


needs be accounted a vain repetiti- 
on, condemned by our Saviour in 
Matth. 6. 6. 


F. P. True it is, that our Church 
has appointed the Lord prayer to 
be uſed more than once in our Lt 
turgy, but that the reiterating of it, 
cannot come under the laſh of thoſe 
vain repetitions, forbid by our Sayj- 
our, will appear, if you conſider, 


|- that we repeat it onely in each di- 


& ftin& Service of the Church : be 
-. fore we made uſe of it as a Confir- 
- mation, and further aſſurance of the 
* Abſolution of our Sins, and now we 
- repeat it as the ground and founds- 
* tion of our following Petitions. Be- 
ſides, the frequent repetition of ir, 
ought not to be called vain, ſince 
(as hath been before obſerved ) 
Chriſt himſelf prayed thrice, uſing 
the ſame words; and certainly =- 


dy, that the reiterating of it, muſt | 
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| beſt of Prayers cannot be uſed too © 


often. 


_E. D. But I dare fay, if fo be the 
Proteſtants in Fraxce made uſe of 
the Lord's-prayer at all; yet they 
did not repeat it ſo often as you do. 


F. P. 1 have taken notice before, 
that you are very ready to enter- 


| tain falſe Notions concerning our 


French Proteſtants, and the ſame be- 
falls you in this particular ; for cer- 
tain it is, that we always had fo 
great a veneration for the Lord's- 
prayer, that we believd all our 
Prayers, whether publick or private, 
were deficient and imperfet with- 
out it ; and therefore we did al 
ways, both in the Church, and at 
home, conclude all our Prayers with . © 
the Lord's-prayer, adding moſt com- 


| monly the Apoſtle's Creed, - and 
| concluding all with the Solemn 
Blefling, E. D. 


EoTol 
'I C, 
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E. D. But when your Miniſters | p 
uſed it in the Church, I ſuppoſe to 
they did not repeat it often, as you i 
do; but were content with ſaying jw. 
of it once onely. fe 

F. P.. You are ſtill miſtaken ; for E 
our Miniſters do repeat it moſt com [ys 
monly thrice, and ſometimes more, h,;, 
before they come down from the |, 
Pulpit ; and according to the Dilſct þ,, 
pline or Canons of our Church, }, 
they are bound ſo to do. 


E. D. This, I confeſs, ſeems ſtrange þ,,. 
ro me. But let us proceed to what jy, 
follows next, and that curſorily too, lg. 
tor I begin to be ti ed with ſpeaking ly. 
ſo long to no purpoſe ; for I find hh, 
you will - have always ſomething | 
ready at hand to daſh my Ob | 


jections. N 
F.P. That | 
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S| F. P. That I may not tire you 
together; I ſhall diſpatch what re- 
LV mins in as few words as poſlible. 
d (The next part of the Liturgy that 
offers it ſelf, are ſome interlocatory 
Petitions, taken out of Holy Scrip- 

' ure : both Miniſter and People in 
- lheſe ſhort and devout Ejaculations, 
5 Itiving by turns, who ſhall moſt 
© love God favourably to incline and 
F fearken to their Petitions ; and af- 
fer theſe, the whole Congregation 
þ in a humble poſture, with uni- 
d hearts and voices, ſupplicate our 
»Y ſeavenly Father for his grace and 
it tvour, for his help and aid, for his 
9 kfeguard and proteion, for the 
S keceptation of their Prayers, and his 
d Nivine Bleſſing, not onely for them- 
B jelves, but alſo for the King and 
tueen and Royal Family, for the 
urch, both Clergy and People, 

nd laſtly, for all Mankind: and 
at E this, ; 


CD* 


\ this, in few words, is the deſign and |[ 

contents of the following Colleds, | 
But I muſt not forget to'obſerve to |# 
you, that upon Wedneſdays, Fridays | 
2nd Suudays, we reade the Litany,  |# 


E. D. Pray what is the uſe of. 
this Litany ? or what 1s it good for? , 


F. P. I muſt not, it ſeems, for fear}! 
of treſpaſſing upon your patience, 
enlarge my ſelf too much, 1n repre 
ſenting to you the Excellency & 
this Prayer, and therefore ſhall tel 
you, as briefly as I can, the ſub 
ſtance and import of it: there is no** 
Vice nor Luſt, which therein, w? 
do not pray to be deliver'd fron" * 
nor any Grace or Virtue, but ws 
deſire God to beſtow it upon wFF.* 
and, in a word, whatſoever is fit t 
be pray'd for or deprecated in pubF * 
lick, is contained in this Prayer. AY * 
ter which follow ſome my " £126 
Thani 


Xh 


a ſhankigivings, to be uſed upon par- 
« |icular occaſions, being extreamly 
q |#ell ſuited to thoſe pious Ends they 


js [re intended for ; as for Rain, Fair- 
yeather, &c. 


E. D. But I am ſure there is more 
, |than this contain'd in your Com- 
| |non-prayer , and therefore pray do 


-,r (wt ſhut up your Book ſo ſoon. 


= F. P. There is ſomething more 
hind, I confeſs ; but becauſe I am 
h to abuſe your patience, I hope 

<©þ,008 Will think this general account 
. oſt be ſufficient. What remains un- 
«tentioned, are the Coles, Epiſtles 
m9 Goſpels ; which you cannot but 
- wills, as to the matter, becauſe they 
wilt the Word of God : And as for 
«+ ofir Order, it is admirable, as being 
well ſuited to the particular Days 
Pd y are appointed for, that by means 
5 (fiem, the Myſteries commemora= + 
wy E 2 "ted - if 


| (92) 
ved upon thoſe days are unfolded, the | 


Hiſtory repreſented, or the Example : 
applied to the great benefit and edi | 
Nt 
i 


fication of thoſe that truly fear God, 
and deſire to improve themſelves in| 
faving knowledge, and are willing 
'to imitate the holy Examples «| 
thoſe faithtull Servants of God, whol ,; 
are departed this life in his Faith| ,, 
and Fear. | 


E. D. Is this all then ? uf 


F. P. No: for beſides all this, ou 
Liturgy contains a Form for the AG 
miniſtration of the Lord's-Suppe; Juc 
another for the Publick Baptiſm di, 
Infants ; another for ſuch of ript|,. 
years ; as likewiſe a ſhort Catechiſm. 
the Order of Confirmation ; a Folly, 
for the Solemnizing of Matrimony; 
the Order for the Viſitation of tl, 
aick, with the Form of Adminiſtriny,. 
to. them the Holy —— BY! 


" 
= 
: Lb « 


Ac 
Xt; 


(93) 


| Order for the Burial of the Dead, and - 


the Thankſgiving of Women after 
Child-birth; and, laſtly, a Commi- 
nation of God's Anger and Judgment 
againſt Sinners. 


ED. Ay, here's a multiplicity 
of Forms indeed ; but I am confi- 
dent, if you would ſpeak ſincerely 


land from your heart ; you will grant 


me, that all theſe Forms are very 
uſeleſs and unneceſlary. 


F. P. If I ſhould grant you this, F 


muſt 'not onely ſpeak againſt my 
Judgment and Conſcience, bur alſo 


10 condemn our French Reformed Chur- 


they alſo have Forms appointed for 


The {ince,it is moſt certain, that 


moſt of the forefaid occaſions: For 


MVnſtance; we have ſet Forms for Ce- 


i | 
| 


i 


[ebrating of the Holy Communion,, 


wr the Baptizing of Children, for the' 
wlemnizing of Matrimony, &c. And 1 
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tftly, I ſhould condemn and oppoſe 
the general ſenſe of our French Prote. 
ſtants, who have always had, and il 
have a great ireſpet and veneration, 
not onely for thoſe Forms laſt men 
tioned, but for the whole Body « 
the Engliſh Liturgy. 


E.D. You are pleaſed to fay fo, 
F. P. And you will be forcdty 
ſay ſo too, if you pleaſe onely to 
take the trouble to reade Dr, Durel's 
Treatiſe in Defence of the Engliſh 
Liturgy ; for there you will met 


with unqueſtionable Records of the 
Opinion and Judgment of all the 
ableſt and moſt learned Divines 
mong(t the French Proteſtants, wit 
. have in all times, and upon all 


dn! 


caſions, as far declared themfelvegy, 
for the Eng/iſh Common-prayer, anq 


ſpoke as highly and favourably of t;;; 


as any of the Divines of the Church 
Evgland ever did. E.D 


»*% ry 
; p 


ot Z. D. I have not Dr. Durel's Book, 
; and therefore cannot ſatisfie my ſelf 
il by peruſing of ir ; but if you will 
ON be pleas'd to inform me what he 
faith concerning the Judgment of 
your French Divines , with reſpect 
to our Engliſh Liturgy, I ſhall be 
glad to hear it. 


F. P. Dr. Durel, among(t other 
Teſtimonies , produceth a Letter. of 
 0/the Reverend Monſieur de / Angle, 
WL that time one of the Miniſters of 
\the Reformed Church of Roax, a Per- 
" ſon of great Worth and Fame ; where- 
Fn, upon occaſion of the happy Re- 
 uration of King Charles IT. he faith, 
; {pot his heart leaped for joy, when he 
"Tha 7old that the Engliſh Liturgy and 
ba antient Diſcipline was like to be re- 
""AHor'd. He alledgeth another Teſti- 
P mony of Monſieur Gache's, then Mi- 
| viſter of Charenton, one of the moſt 


h | 
- E 4 elo- 
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eloquent and zealous Preachers the | 


French Reformed Churches ever had, 
who in one of his Letters declares, 
That he had read the Engliſh Liturgy, 
and had been wonderfully edified þ 
it, He produceth alſo a Letter of 
Monſieur du Boſc, the Miniſter of 
Cane, an extraordinary Perſon for 
Learning, Eloquence and true Piety 
where he declares, 7hat he as much 
approves of a Miniſter performing Di- 
vine Service, after the way of the 
Church of England, as he that offici 
| ates according to the manner of the 

French Reformed Churches. Beſides 
theſe, he ſets down the Teſtimony 
of Monſieur Bochart the Miniſter of 
Alancon, a Man of great Repute and 
Learning, who declares he found the 
Liturgy to be wery good, and well or- 
derd ; as alſo that of Monſieur Goy- 
ou, Miniſter of Bordeaux, one of the 
moſt grave and learned Divines of 
all. the Province of Aquitain, and 
greatly 
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greatly verſed in Antiquity, in theſe 
d, | words : There is not one Miniſter 
s, | (ith he) in all the Province of A- 
þ uitain, that thinks his Conſcience of 
y | fended by uſing of the Englith Liturgy ; 
of | and declares that thoſe people dream: 
of | and dote, who are of that Opinion; and 
ot | thoſe Gentlemen among ſ# you do ex. 
' ; | treamly wrong us,when they quote us for 
ch | to foment their Schiſm, which cannot- 
i= | but be very ſcandalous. 

be | But that I may not be further te-- 
+ | dious,. F ſhall refer you: to the fore-- 
he | faid Book of Dr. Dure/, where you. 
es | will find enough to convince you,. 
y | that all our worthy Divines, ſuch as 
of | Peter du Moulin, Monſieur Drelin- 
id | court, Monſieur Dazille, Monſieur A4- 
he | myraut, &c. have expreſsd no leſs: 
7- | Eſteem for the Exg/i/þ Liturgy, than 
y- |any Son of the Church of England: 
he |ever did. To all which Teſtimo- 
of { nies, I will add that of Spaxhemius. a 
1d | Frezch Divine, and ſometimes Prea= . 
ly E 5 cher. 


(98) 
cher and Divinity-Reader at Geneva, | 
in his Epiſtle Dedicatory to the | | 
Lord Primate of 1re/and, prefixed | | 
to .the Third Part of his Dabia F- | ; 
angelica ; where commending: the | | 
U 
q 


Publick Worſhip of God: in the 
. Church of England, he declares, 
that the like is ſcarcely to be found | } 
elſewhere, If 
it 
ZE. D. According to what you tell þ 
me, I cannot believe your Frenc | 9, 
Divines. to be Caluini/ts; for Iam | ta 
confident Calvin was not of their & | 
Pinion with regard to the Eng/i/h Lt | ty 
urgy. | me 
ap 

F. P. To the end.you- may bew|s 
ble to judge what Calvin's opinion| fe, 
wes about this- matter , I. ſhall.refer |, 
you to a. paſlage of his, in an Ep |yl; 
ſtle Dedicatory. to the Duke of $S*|g;y 
werſet, Lord Protedtor during tht |wn 
aunority of King Edward. VI. wy fre, 

will 


ll ! 


þ 
Mm 
(» 
Lt 


> 
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fer 
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will convince you, I ſuppoſe, that he 
was of the ſame judgment with the 
reſt of our Frexch Divines; his words 
are theſe, Quoad formam Precum &' 
Rituum Ecclefrafticorum, valde probo, 
ut certa illa exſtet , a qua PaſtoriÞus: 
diſcedere in funitione ſua non liceat, 
tam ut conſulatur quorundam fimplici- 
tati & imperitie, quam ut certius 
ita conſket omnium inter ſe Ecclefras 
rum conſenſus ; poſtremo etiam ut ob- 
viam eatar deſultorie quorundam levis 
tati, qui novationes quaſdam affettant: 
Which may be engliſhed-thns, As. 
touching the form of Prayer and Cere- 
monies of the Church, 1 do extremely 


approve, that it be ſet and fixed, fo 


6 it may not be lawfull for the Mini- * 


fers to recede from it, in their funtli- 


m; as well to help aud afſift the fim- 


* |plicity and unſkilfulneſs of ſome, as to 


give a fuller evidence of the conſent 
wd uniformity of all the ſeveral Con 


|fregations; and finally, that by this: 


means.,. : 


( 100 ) 
means, the changeable hamour of thoſe 


that affeit novelties may be checkd 
and obviated. 


E. D. 1 always thought Calviy 
had been of the ſame judgment 
that we are, though you would ſeem 
to perſuade me to the contrary. But 
to-make an end of our Diſcourſe at 
this time, I ſhall onely ask you one 
queſtion more, and then I have done, 
which is this, What your French Di- 
vines judge concerning us, who for 
Conſcience ſake refuſe to make uſe 
of: the Liturgy in our Aſſemblies, or 


thoſe that do 2? 


F.P, What you defire you may 
find in the forementioned Diſcourſe 
ef Dr. Durel , where. he ſets down 


Goyon, Miniſter at Bordeaux, which 
is thus tranſlated : 


this Letter of the Reverend Monſieur| : 


| 


[ 
k 
7 


4 


fe 


to: frequent the Congregations of | of 


TDA 


SIR, 


m 
ut 
at 


Ee, 
i” 
or 


fe 


450M l 
SIR, 


Have received your Letter with 
4 an extreme ſatifattion , as having 
been informed thereby, both of your 
own condition., and of that of the 
Church of my, py 1 muſt confeſs 
that we have been ſtrangely deceived 
in this Countrey , by what hath been 


ne | related to us touching the Engliſh 


| Presbyterians. 1 did always imagine 
| them to be a __ that followed the 
/ 


ſame order we obſerve in our Churches 


far from 2, The Deſcription you gzve 


Ej 
ol | 


of them , ſhews them to be a ſtrange 
Sect, not fit to bs tolerated ; and, F 
conceive, that the beſt remedy of ths 
diſorder and confuſion would be, to 
reduce thew all to the Epiſcopal Go- 
vernment, for I hold it impoſſible that 
the Church of England ſhould ever be 
quiet or flouriſh otherwiſe. The Con» + 
wcation comes in a very fit time for | 
tH1s 


of France ; but it ſeems they are very © 
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this purpoſe; and T queſtion not buy 
that Aſſembly will take order about it, 
which will be a great ſatisfaition ta 
me; for otherwiſe you will be cont; 
nually in trouble , and the Adverſa- 
ries will take advantage thereby either 
to. blemiſh and ſlander our Religion, or 
to contrive and foment. Plots againf 
the State. I beſeech the Lord that 
he would be pleaſed to rule and gy 
vern that Holy Aſſembly, and pour 
bis Bleſſings upon their Determinati- 
_ for the Advancement of his King- 

om. 


E. D. Though this Man faith too 


much, yet he faith nothing in par- 
ticular to the point of our refuſing 
to reade the Common-prayer in our 
Aſſemblies, and to frequent the Chur- 
ches where it is read. 


#, P. It you think that Monſieur 
+ Goyon. doth not ſpeak home enough 


to' 
| 


| 


h—_ _ { 
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to the matter in queſtion, be plea- 
ſed to reade what Ludovicus Capellus, 
Divinity-Profeſlor at, Saumur , ſaith 
toit, In the Body of Divinity pub- 
liſhed by him and his. two Col- 
legues, Moſes Amyraldus and Joſhua 
Placzus; in which Book this Lear- 
ned Man, having at large proved the 
Lawfulnefs, Vſe and Neceſſity of a ſet 
Form of Liturgy ,. in oppoſition to 
the then newly ſtarted Dzredory, 


j | which the Presby terians-endeavour'd - 


to eſtabliſh inſtead of the Commons 
prayer. It is alſo worthy our noting, 
that he maintain'd a publick Diſpute 
on this Subject m the: Divinity» 
School, wherein he defended the 
Common-prayer of the Church of 
England, as good, ſound ang expe-- 
dient, againſt the Cavils.and Objec- 
tions of- the Presbyterians., even at 
that very time when the Oppoſers 
of ſet Forms were in the greateſt 
power.in this Kingdom, and that it. 
WAS 


(164) 
was generally believed the Liturgy 
of the Church of Exg/and would ne- 
ver have been reſtored. "t 


E. D. But what faith he-in parti» |* y 
cular of us, for if you don't tell me, I |* t 
ſhall ſcarce rake the pains of reading |* 
over his Book to inform my ſelf? \*n 


F. P. T am unwilling to give you }* p 

his words, becauſe I fear you'll find }* n 
fome of his Expreſſions too ſharp |* n 
and cutting, " t 


E. D. As long as I ſuppoſe he was | fi 
no Engliſh Tory, [ ſhall take all he Þ* { 
faith of us in good part. "0 


F. B, Towards the end of his firſt |* t 
Thefis, he ſaith , num ſupereſt ext |* n 
minandum., &c. which in Engliſh |* C 
ſpeaks thus: © There remains yet |* a 
* one thing to be enquir'd into, viz. | a 

 &* Whether there ought to be 2 cer-* a 
«© tain 


(oe EI 


" tain ſet Form of Liturgy , conſiſ- © 
« |* ting of expreſs words; or, Whe- 
"ther it ought rather to be left to 
* the will of the Paſtor, to uſe what 
» |* words or form he pleaſeth ; and 
 |* this becauſe of a new Generation 
> |* of late Upſtarts, which will ad- 
* mit of no certain and preſcribed 
* Form of Liturgy , neither in the 
u }* publick Aſſemblies of the Church, 
d j* nor in private Devotions ; but 
p |* maintain that all ought to be left 
" to the pleaſure of Miniſlers and 
* the Heads of Families, And in his 
$ * ſixth Thefis he declares, That the 
e |* ſeveral Authors of the Reformati- 
* on had every where compos'd and 
* preſcrib'd ſeveral ſet Forms of Li- 
t © turgy, and that the ſame were ſtill 
- |* made uſe of by the Reformed 
þ|* Churches in their ſeveral Nations. 
and Diſtricts with happy ſucceſs 
and edification ; till of late there 
* aroſe in England a froward , ſcru- + : 
* pulous. : 


[ 
b, 
ſo 
n 
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« pulous and over nice ( not to fay 
* ſuperſtitious ) Generation of men, 
« who thought good not onely. to 
& blame and find fault with , but 
* wholly to abrogate and caſt off 
* the Liturgy hitherto uſed in their 
* Church, inſtead whereof they 
© have introduc'd their Direfory as 


: 


« they call it. He adds further, 
* That the Reaſons and Cauſes you 
_ & pretend to have for aboliſhing the | 

* Common-prayer were /eviſime, 
* zulliuſque pere momentz, very 1light, 
* and ſcarce of any moment at all, 
And in Thefis 28. he faith , © Cer- 
* tainly nothing elfe has ſtirred up 
theſe men ſo eagerly to reject all 
manner of ſet korms of Prayer, 
but partly the deſire of innovating 
and corrupting,, to the end that, 
under the ſpecious pretext of Lt 
® berty to pray and propheſie, they 
* might introduce all manner of 
# Sedts and Errors. into the Cones 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


"| And drawing up his whole Difſer- 


* and partly their falſe and prejudi- 2 

cate opinion , perſuading theme. - 

* felves that we are now arriv'd at 

. that time, wherein, as in the days 
of the Apoſtles, the Spirit of Pro- 

phecy, of Prayer and Supplicati- 

ons, 1s to be poured forth upon 

* the preſent Church, according to 

© that of Foel 2. 28; and Zach. 12. 

v. 10, which is the common”and 

© molt peſtilent Error of all the 


« Phanaticks, concerning the" fen- 
« ding of the H.Ghoſt by Chriſt, &c. 


tation into certain Conclufions, 
he faith, Thefs 49. © The uſe of 
* theſe ſet Forms of Prayer cannot 
« juſtly be condemned, foraſmuch _ 3 
* as the ſame may be always and &- 
« very where profitable and conve- 
* pient; and becaule they have been 
& receiv'd by the univerlal Chriſtian. 
% Church tor theſe 1300: years. all 
s. the World over , except onely a+ 
YT: mong. 


- 


| 


Pf. 


as * *x* ) 


* mong theſe new-fangled Indepen 
* dents, fo he calls all thoſe who re- 
© je& the uſe of ſet Forms. And 
* Thefis 50. he adds farther ; So that 
* the perverineſs, peeviſhneſs and 
* ſuperſtition, or rather the male- 
* pert and obſtinate wiltulneſs of 
* theſe men is both prodigious and 
* ſenſle&, who, out of a mere hw 
* mour or. deſire of lawleſs licenti- 
* ouſneſs, or out of deſign to in- 
* troduce confuſion into the Church, 
do ſuperſtitiouſly condemn and 
compare to an Idol, forbidden by 
*. the. fourth Commandment, a 
thing which in it ſelf is moſt in- 
nocent, the uſe of it edifying, and 
the practice of it moſt convenient, 
* Which has long obtained in the 
* Univerſal Church, was never yet 
* condemned by any Church, and 


| © which all the Churches of God 


make uſe of with the greateſt be- 
nefit that may be, wiuch yet 
Fe * theſe 
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© theſe men, moſt fooliſhly, would 
© have all to forbear and abhor. © 
And laſtly, in 51 Thefis, he faith, * 
* And amongſt the reſt, thoſe are 
* molt to be deteſted, who either 
* will not allow the Lord's Prayer 
* to be faid at all, or will have it 
* faid alone, and not in conjuni- 
#* on with any other Prayer whether 
* publick or private, and who think 
* 1t a great ſin for any godly mag 
* to be preſent either in the Church 
* at Common-prayer, or in any Fa- 
* mily at private Devotions, where 
*any ſet Form is uſed; and hold 
«* this for a juſt cauſe' of Separation 
* from the Church, leſt they ſhould 
© be Partakers of the Sins of thoſe 
* who uſe ſet Forms, and thereby |. 
* become defiled, being not unlike 
* to thoſe of whom the Prophet A * 
* {a${þ ſpeaks, chap. 6. v. 5. which 
* ſay, Stand by thy ſelf ; come not © 
& near me; for 1 am holier = : 
thos 
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| 


& Brils, ſaith the Lord : that is, they 


. &Lindle my wrath againſt then, 
* The Lord grant they may return 


«© to a better mind. Amex. 


tl ſo ay I too. Amen, Amen, | 


And thus I take my leave of you 
in.the words of this Learned and moſt 
Renowned. Divine. 


E..D. But pray why in ſuch 
haſte 2 We have not yet -made an 
end of our diſpute ; for when I told 
you -I had done, I meant with your 
Liturgy : Wherefore now 4t remains 
that we diſcourſe concerning the Ce- 
remonzes of your Church, which I 
intended for a Second Part of this 
our Conference. 


F. P. If I be not miſtaken, we 


have diſcoursd long enough for | 
| once; þ 


by % Be, theſe are a ſmoak in my Wh | 
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pnce ; beſides, I muſt give you time * 
Ito conſider what hath been faid ; * 
[and if you chance to approve it, and 
deſire further to diſcourſe me about 
the Ceremonies of the' Church ; I 
; [now aſſure you, that I Mall at any 
[time be ready to ſerve you to the 
utmoſt of my power. 


— CC 


The End of the Firſt Part. 


